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Welcome to Folklore Frentiers. We are here to collect and comment upon ‘
modern legends. We wonder if as "The Magazine of Urban Belief Tales" we:are the only .~
'such journal. Certainly we hope to become a journal of record and your news clippings
~will help us achieve some greater degree of completeness. Especially welcome will be
items from local regional newspapers, which usually have fresher and more detailed
stories. For instance yesterday the front page lead of The Mail, Hartlepool (county
edition), was about a spoof letter sent to residents warning of penalties:for. over-use -
of toilet flushing. Hence we are in the market for a wider spectrum ~f lore than simplky
urban legends, covering the .range of lore detailed in the review of Paul Smith's book.
Besides cuttings, we will also be interested to receive oral .tales; particularly those
~nf a topical nature. Currently the fashion is for "crying boy" conflagratlons and
effects of Halley's Comet. Credit will be given by a name- check in print as a matter
of course wherever possible.

The number nf books on urban legends published during the past few years h3gs preparea
the public for a magazine along these lines. Our readershiip, I assume, will be a mix-
ture of open-minded inquiring minds (many of whom have been subscribing through my

'editorships of The Ley Hunter, Ancient Skills & Wisdom Review, and The Shaman), folklore
researchers, and others in search of a topic which is stlll developlng and which - :
exercises the mind. E

It will suit the armohair philosophers who can seek the subious and exotic in‘their
reading literature or do "field research" for tales in the pub, office or among their
particular interest group. For instance .any gathering of ferroequlnologlsts (traln—
spotters, 1f you must), will get steared up about all manner of apocryphal pla+form end

rumour.

Cross—fertilization between themes is a fascinating pursuit for collectors and ‘most
categories will be found to be arbitrary. The ubiquity of ufos in urban belief tales is
a particularly rewarding area of study. Hence any attempt to impose opinions will-be
fraught Wlth the ultimate backlash of creating a new belief itself for ready transmission.

-t

Flnally, it is hoped the response to ‘this first issue will allow us to becone even
stronger .and better. Your clippings, articles, anecdotes, comments, readers ' 1etters,
and so on,are needed. Hopefully the magazine will continue to expand

Eventually I would lik: to sce Folklore Frontiers modelled upon Fortean Tlnes, Whose
- philosophy. and spirit I so admire, andé whose format and production I so envy., Whether
- this can be achieved depends'upon.readers' respanse and finanoial‘COnsiderations.

Frontiersmen and womnen, we've arrived.
f~+.~+«~+'k+-.~+«:=+>.~+q»+>.~+-o+=s_*-p+.x~+-..

List of back numbers and prices ‘available of The Shaman, A.S. & W. R., and Terrestrial

' Zodiacs Newsletter. Also books by Paul Screeton, including The Lambton Worm. Some

second-hand books, too. Please enclose stamped-addressed envelope. Also update of
articles bibliography associnted with The Linear Vision -- please enclose two second-
class stanps towards cost of postage and photocopying.
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SMITH'Ss MYTHS AND P&YOND

"THE BOOK OF NASTY LEGENDS" by PAUL SMITH
(Routledge & Kegan Paul, £3-95)

Modern folklore stories are fascinating to listeners and fundamentaily the same as their
predecessors over the centuries. They are usually cautionary tales, which are designed to
teach and often also amuse. However, the narrative is so designed as not tc let the "message"
intrude directly. It has a timebcmb mechanism. Hence taboos and anxieties and other compon-
ents in society's rich tapestry are woven into harmless-seeming stories.

The main difference between tre lore recorded in bucketfuls last century is that today oral -
transmission must compete with the media. Films, TV, radio and the Press -- particularly the
nafional tabloids -- are vibrant with ncw legends.

Yorkshiremen Paul Smith is a collector of these urban belief tales (as they are generally
known in folklore circles), whick are also known as nodern myths, bar- —roon tales, whale
tumour stories and foaflorejfor they are told by a frienfl of a frlend)

Hundreds of such tales are forever cireulating, of+ten with real oontemporaneous ‘incidents
triggering them into the mainstream of  transmission. The Yorkshire Ripper hunt led to a
revival of a very old story of a hairy-handed man disguised as a woman with weapon and
associated with a vehicle. In fact, it can be traced back to the nursey and back again as
Little Red (West) Riding Hood. : ‘. ' L

they are rgported as "true". Their currency thus incrgases and they are regarded as beyond
doubt, desplte the adage that you should never believe what you read in newspapers. Just as
print gives such tales some spurious bona fide claim to authenticity, so tc make such tales
more credible soundlng there is usually an- authorlty flgure present'ln the narratlve doctor, .
pollceman or vicar. '

Of ten thzﬁoral tales swapped over a nint in the pub,are taken seriously by the Press, where

Current Situations, events and fads are used to refuel o0ld stories and in new guise they -
will have. us worrying about microwaves or warning against AIDS. The main themes of rumour
tales focus on key human activities: eating, transport, health, physical danger, occupation,
sex, fertility, and religion. ’ :

What Smith's selection presents is a cross-section of the major themes written up concisely.
He gives explanatory notes to some and there is a wealth of cartoons to add to the light
relief, For it is certainly trre that the ‘transition from the convivial bonhomle of the ale
house to cold prlnt waters the potency of the tales.

Smlth's preface discusses types of tale; their relevance, popularity'and why we accept them
as true; and where they are told and broadcast by. organs of the media. As well as being a
permanent part of our culture, Smith notes the strength and flexibility of tradition. .

So here's a gocd example of the multifarious revenge variety.

"Reading through the newspaper oine evening, Ray came across an advertisement

for a two-year-old Jaguar car in fine condition for £19: Shocked into action

he immediately phoned the number given and queried whether the nrice was act-

ually £10. 'Oh yes!. that's correct', said the lady who answered. 'Would you

like to come round and see 1t?' i ' :

"Five minutes later Ray was standing in the lady's drive looking at his dream

car -- a practically mint codition Jaguar and omly £10. 'Well," said Ray to-

the lady, 'what really is wrong with it?' 'Nothing at all', .she replied, 'it's "
" my way of getting my own back on my husband. You see, two mgnths ago he ran

off to Scotland with his secretary and last week he wrote to me to say he

needed some money. As he didn't want to deprive me.of anything, he suggested

that the fairest thing would be ito sell his Jaguar car and forward the money

to him. So', she said, smiling sweetly, 'that's just what I'm doing.'"

Along similar lines was a story in the Sunday Express (18/11/84). I blushingly realized it
had many points in common only after throwing away the paper, so names and places are missing.
But as I recall, the couple involved had been married for 17 years and the wife found on that
_anniversary that after having worked her hands to the bone to help her husband's business he
had been playing around and left with his bit on the side for some Caribbean retreat. Her
pay-off was to se®l the communal home cheapish, accepting a quick sale, and then placing an
advertisement in a paper ‘offering that sum for the return’of her husband -- "DEAD.OR ALIVE."




Now try this one from Smith. a/'
ny frlend of mine recently told me a story concerning ‘a young lad who- was
taking his moforcycle ‘driving test for the first time. He had gone through
all the various sections of the test and was left with just the emergency
stop tojdd; The examiner told him to drive round the block several times and.
'said that he would step out into the road at one point and the boy would have
~to stop sharply --- the expectation:-was that he would have to keep the motor-
cycle -in a stralght line and upright.

"Well, off round the block went the boy. However, he was delayed for a ‘while
as a dellvery lorry was blocking the road. As he turned the final corner to
drive down to where the driving examiner had been, he was surprised to see
an anbulance and the examiner being placed on a stretcher. What had happened"
was the examiner had made rather an error. He had stepped out in front of
t he Wrong motorcycle and the drlver, not expecting thls, had knocked him
down.,' .

Now this one from the Peter‘Tory diary in The Star (25/10/85).

"My friend Wilson, a doting father, celbrated his daughter's 17th birthday by
giving her a first professional driving lesson. She set off with the instructor
in a scarlet Escort and "juddred and shunted in the direction of who.knows :
‘where. Minutes later a red Escort returned down the same road towards my proud
chum who, joyfully marking the event, jumped in front of the vehicle and mimed |

“"" gréat terror. The terror guickly became the real thing. Wrong Escort. Crazy
driver. Wildon dived over the edge with only a milisecond between him and .
Eternity."

Tory's column is one of my happy hunting grounds for urban tales retold as if truth.
I am sure Tory is not so stupid as not to generally recognise urban tales, but is just
lazy, as one of his major rivals claims.

Léstly'from Smith an appealling one of* embarrassment.

"A young couple were parked in a Mini on the common one night doing a' §pot of
coutting when all of a sudden the young man, who thankfully happened to be
underneath the girl 'at the time, let out a scream. Thinking it was a ‘cry of
-passion, the girl increased her exertions only to be met with her boyfriend
begging her to stop -- he had slipped a disc.

"Try as they would he could not sit upright so there he lay naked in the back

of the Mini. In desperation the girl finally phoned the ambulance service.

When they arrived they also attempted to ease his pain but nothing they could

do would get him upright and out of the car. In a final attempt to free the poor
man, the ambulancemen called the fire brlgade which arrived with special cutting
equipment. Before the panic-stricken girl -could say or do angthing, the firemen
had cut the top off the car and freed her lover.

"At this point the girl broke down in tears and a friendly fireman reassured

her by saying, 'Well, look on the bright side, a} least your boyfriend's now
been released and is on his way to hospital.' 'TYes!', she‘sobbed in redly, 'hut
how will T explain the state of the ear to my husband?'"

Now from The Sun (12/11/85).

"®Laughing firemen cut a teenager free from her boyfriend's car af ter her
finger got stuck in the dteering wheel. :
"Caron (sic) Crew, 19, of Staple Hill, Bristol, jammed her finger in a spoke
of the sports-type steering wheel after a night at the pub with Martyn Slew,
of Downend, Bristol.

"Carson (sic) said: "I was so embarrassed when the fire brigade arrlved Wlth
lights and sirens -- everyone was peeping from their curtains."

If this is genuine it is an innocent version and one where real life mimicks invention.
And so to pass beyond Smdth's mysths.

I addition to urban belief tales, I want Folklore Frontiers to chronicle a wider
spectrun of folktales. A number of readers of The Shaman have asked what area of
investigation will be involved. I would prefer not to set specific limits; the contents
of this issue should give a rough idea of what I want to see examined.

Special areas include:




“o

Forteana:-- Convenient name for a broad spectrum of happenings on the fringe of human
understanding, named after Charles Fort, who diligently collected oddities from the media.
Includes frog falls, avian abductions, entombed toads, SHC, stigmata, mystery hums, out
of place animals, and so on. Some folklorists fail to distinguish between ubts (urban
belief tales) and Fortean events. The celebrated organ Fortean Times well testifies to
the interface with more pure ubts.

Paranormal lore:-- Would include such Forteana as the "Jesus Egg That Wept" tale of
child's decorated Easter egg of Chris which had tears (i.e. religious relic belief
system from Herod's Dead Innocents being sold and bits of the Cross to Turhn Shroud and
St Januarius' blood liquefying today). Also curse of "crying boy" paintings. However,
true all this may be, there are elements of paranormal and also comparative events from
the past.

Medda obsessions:-- These are instances of old beliefs being peproduced with only
ninor change. Such as the baby-making artifact story beloved of the media (group of
women all pregnant, so is it office cushion, certain chair, pub's brew, etc.). There are
also nundane repeated items -- usually fillers -- maybe by repetition a little suspicious.
Collectable.as may have echo-from older wersion of falrytale/folklore. Examples would be
pet's ordeal (cat or such taken on long dangerous journey under vehicle bonnet or caught
in maching like spindrier) or surprise such as fish coming out of tap.

Conspiracy theories:-- These range from how modern revolutionary movements are mani-
pulated by ancient occult groups (Templars, Masons, Illuminati, Priory of Sion),
through government cover-ups on ufos, to how one huge warehouse and owner in Watford
supplies and owns all U.K. Asian shops. Such theories bear little relationship to con-
sensus ideas of world events, but can as rumours’ cause 5001a1 panlcs and as .such ar=z of
folkloric importance.

Hoaxes:-- Believed April Fools, collections of "valueless" artifacts (cigarette or
crisp packets) for non-existent charity are collectable as examples.of gullibility and
foollshnoss by hindsighkit -- a major folkloric motif.

Jokes.—— The media -- and orally —-- often has jokes as purportlng a truthful ‘happen-
1ng. I have seen in print the follow1ng regarding Mrs Thatcher ‘and told (and believed)
in my office about Tommy Docherty. Allegedly the famous one is with guests in a restau-
rant and the waiter asks what shq/he wants, ‘followed by the query, "Vegetables°”, to
which thé famous one's reply is: "They'll have the same'as me." wee

These categories are only given as suggestions and the boundaries could be inexhaust-
ible. What of dirty jokes? Geaffiti? Far be it for me to lay down the lore.
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TRIPPING YARNS : FOLKLORE, FOAFLORE & LEGEND IN THE DRUG SUB-CULTURE
Dby LANDY ROBERTS

Since the early 1960s there has. been, both in Britain and.the U.S.A., a continuous
drug sub-culture with its own slang, dress and customs, all of which serve to separate
it from the mainstream of society. A3 would be expected, it has also produced its own
brand of folklore. This. is particularly interesting as it is a specialized area. in which
it should be”possible to- follow the rise and development of this new genre of folklore,

Due to the nature of the. drug world, where people are often transient and the full names
or identities of people often never known, stories, and in particular "friend of a
friend" stories, arise ea511y and are soon spread. This article deals mainly with tales
circulating in the "psychedellc" drug sub-culture, sollected over a number of years,
both "in the field" and from numerous books and magazines.

The tales collected so far can:be,d1V1ded roughly into seven major themes; Ln exa)ple
of each is given below, together with a commentary on possible meaning, etc.

1) Nostalgia: The Acid in the Fridge.

"T once heard of a guy, an old acid-head, who had saved a few hundred.dosesmof-
California Sunshine in his fridge. He's saving it for when he gets old." b o LR

Variations on this tale abound, but the acid (ISD) meritioned is always a well=known
variety from years ago; the implication being that' the old stuff 18 the best. Shortly

-
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after the’®peration Julie LSD raid a few years ago, this tale was frequently changed to
include the name of the LSD chemlst Kemp. The name of Owsley, the infamous U.S. LSD-maker
is also often used in this tale.

2) Alternate Highs: Banana Skins..

"If you take a few pounds of bananas, skin them and then dry the- white plth, you will
be left with a substance which you can smoke-and get legaldy and cheaply high." .

Tris is probably phe most well-known drug tale. It also has its roots in some reality
4s many people have tried it. It reflects the drug-user's interest in and search for a
sabstance which will get them high legally, thereby getting one over on the system.

--#) Cautionary Tales: The Witches' Coven.

"A friend of a-friend who has been taking LSD and dabbling with the ocoult for a
number of years is invited to a witches' coven. Thinking it will be a wild night he
'drops a couple of tabs' and goes. He is never seen again."

‘ 4)
~ Variations on this tale include the date being on Hallowe'en and the event being a
Satanic orgy. The message 1s clear --- don't mess with the occult, particularly whilst
high. This tale first appearad accordlng to an informant in the very early Seventies, at-
a time when the occult and mysticism were well linked. It could also have as-its source
(p0531b1y true) some- of the stories emanating from the- Manson Family. P

4) Bad Trips: Sun Staring.

"Six students from an American university were totally and permanently blinded by star-
ing at the suh after taking LSD. They have since undergone rehabilitaﬁion’treatment."

This story received vast media coverage and was later admitted as being a hoax created
by a Dr Yoder who spread it due to his concern about the misuse of drugs. This admitt- -
ance did not prevent it being told and it is still popular with the media whenever an LSD
scare is on., Similar "horror" stories about chromosome and brain cell damage abound.

8) Chosen Generation: The Bomb and E.T.

"Pedble-whp are stoned on LSD are resistant to radiation‘pdisoning.and will be the only
ones to survive nuclear war."

"LSD was not invented by human beings but the formula was given to Hoffman by‘an extra-
terrestrial he was in contact with." : -

Both' these elitist or chosen generation tales imply there is something special about
the drug in question which sets the users apemt. The concern with nuclear war and extra-
terrestrial forms of: life have been two of the most potent symbols of the psychedelic
generation. See Timothy Leary's recent Starseed nonsense for a good example,

6) Establishment on Our Side: Acapulco Gold.

"Many U.S. tobacco companies have the trade names Acapulco Gold and others ﬁatented in
readiness for marifjuana being legalised. They are alsq using their corporate muscle &n
Congress to achieve legalisation, funding medial research, etc." '

A popular tale since the Sixties which has been the inspiration for at least one book
and numerous magazine articles. The ‘hope that one ‘day a government will legalise marijuana
is dear to a druggy's heart; this tale embodying that yearning.

7) Robin Hood: Drug Takers Have Scruples Too.

"A drug dealer in another town whom no one likes because he cuts his stuff, gives
short deals, etc., has the tables turned on him by a friend of a friend. The dealer is
followed home from the big connection and at a secluded spot he is accosted by the "fri-
end", who tells him he is -a plain .clothes drug squad officer. The dealer is searched and
relleved of the drugs."

In some varlatlons the dealer is warned from deallng agaln or next time he might not
be so lucky and in others the drugs are redistributed free or very cheaply. Other tales
(possibly true) of people being stopped by poice who then let them go although they are
in possession may be related to this tale. The similarities between taking from the "bad
.sherrif" and giving to the needy¥ are obvious., '

The above tales are just a small selection from the many I have collected. Many -
others exist and the variations on each theme are too numerous to detail.




6.

Some current tales are very recent in origin. For instance, the psylocibe mushroom,
which has enjoyed great popularity over the past ten years, has at least three belief
tales attached to i1t. The first is that the potency of the mushroom is ine¢reaed the higher
and more remote the picking site. The second concerns the picking of the fungi at sacred
sites and the resultant increare or difference in potency. And the third argues that the
psylocibe mushroom has only recently begun to manifest its hallucinogenic qualaties, as.
if the current wave of fungi fanciers were somehow chosen or honoured. These tales are. .
blatantly untrue but make excellent retelling. 3 5 g

Variation on pre-existing non-drug tales exist too. It.is rumoured- that so much mari-
juana has been flushed into the sewers of New York as a result of police raids, that an
all-white highly potent strain of pot is growing unchecked in the sewers. This is clearly
an extensioﬁ of the alligators in the sewers tale common a decade or two ago.

B

on the Whole these tales are Just a form of . "occupatlonal" folklore, gossip for thd
occa51onal boréd stoned moment, reflecting the general hopes, humour, fears and anxietils
of the drug culture, just as the more conventional "kentucky fried rat" stories do for.the
rest of societys On a deeper level, however, they serve to reinforce a. culture which is
denigrated from all sides; the law, the family, medlcal ‘establishment, etc. By glamouf~ "
ising the drug effeots and exaggerating other aspects of the culture, the tales all help
to support an unspoken idea that in some special way drug users are apart from and possibly
superior to the rest of society. '

On a. more personal level, the conferring of status is a probable reason for some of
these tales being told.’ Ir you can convince someone, particularly a young and impress-
1onable adherent to the drug scene, that you know of someone who has some vintage LSD or
that you nix with the sort of person who attends ‘witches' sabbats, thewn 1t is a pretty safe
bet that you will be elevated in theor estimation. Similarly the ablllty to tell a good .’
tale is as valued in the drug culture as anywhere else.

Obviously this area of folklore is still developing and new areas are appearing all the
time.. What tales for instance will the ongoing heroin problem produce? Or the glue-sniffing
craze? There is great scope here for the gathering »f folklore in the making. Also with
the establishment of long-term drug-using communities in Ireland, Scotland and West Wales,
together with itinérant "tribes" "uch as the Peace Convoy, we may see the tales becomlng
more structured ‘and longer.

If anyone has heard any drug tales or has any comment on the substance of thié
article, I would be cnly too pleased to hear from ‘then: Oh, and by the way, -if you do-¥ind
the guy with the California Sunshine in his fridge, I'd love to know.

References. and sources:
The many drug users I have net. -
"Smokestanck E1l Ropo's Fireside Reader."
"Playpower" by Richard Neville,
. "The Vanishing Hitchhiker" by Jan Harold Brunvand.
. Copies” of Oz, IT, Rolling Stone, Fapto, Ink.
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MORE LOW DOWN..ON HIGHS R
by PAUL SCREETON

These are basically a few observations to amplify Andy Roberts' round-up.

Firstly, observant readers may recall my comnments recently on Sharon Cole claiming she
could judge the expected effect of given nushrooms by the ‘quality of the place they grew. (1)
I then took this at face value, but expanding on psylocibe mushrooms, Anéy tells me not
only does quality depend on the "vibes" of the site, but this 1s also reflected in the
price charged. e

I recall disc-jockey Brian Matthew confessing to having tried smoking dried scrapings
from the inside of banana skins (during if memory serves me right a "Your Top Ten" records
show with guest Suzi Quatro, when playing donovan's "Mellow Yellow" -- the song assooiated
with this popular Sixties fad). -

"Some experts believe that combustion converts some of the banana's chemistry into
buf'otenine (arDMT—like chenical)", but it takes several joints even to get a nild buzz.




The author here also mentions in similar vein Jackson illusion pepper as a hoax or
dubiously effective legal high. (2)

" Andy's point six has even been raised in that august bastion of the Establishment New
Scientist. The article claimed cryptically: "Several tobaeco éompanies plan to incor-
porate marijuana in their products if and when it is legalised. But, contrary to popular
opinion, there are no trademark registrations on the choicest marijuana trade nanes,
such as Nhcapulco Gold." New Musical Express added: "This is not for want of trying, it
appears, but the British Trademarks Registry has flatly refused to consider any applicat-
ions in advance until the law. changes when they will be issued on a first come first
_served basis." (3) : :

is for And¥'s point four, John Sladek repeats this story and concludes: "Eventually it
was traced to a university health official, who, after admitting it was untrue, commit-
ted himself to a mental hospital. One or two newspapers even bothered to retract tle
story." (4) ‘But did he really commit himself? - Anyway,- . the Sundax
Times, of January 21, 1968, gave great prominence to the original report. When it was
revealed that it had been fabricated, Dr Yoder, of the Pennsylvania Institute for the
Blind, said: "I invented this story because of my concern about the illegal use of LSD
and other drugs." However, apart from one column inch in The Times, of January 25, the
U.K. national Press chose to ignore this denial. Dr Yoder, who is himself blisd, was
described by the health authorities as being "sick" and "unwell.," ~

Earlier this .story in its lurid form had appeared with the sensational headline "LSD
Boys Blinded" (4B) In response, it "furnished one concrete example that evokes fresh
thoughts about the Aenstrian phone callers", wrote Warminster.ex-netspaperman'and author
of ufo books Arthur Shuttlewood. Who, the reader may ask, are thése Aenstrian it's-for-
yozhoos the hard-headed journalist is referring to. They were spasée visitors from:a planet

in outer space and they had telephoned him warning of the dangers of drug—taklng and
peddllng, stressed by their queen, Traellison. (40)

Sladek also mentions as rumour the "fanmiliar I-can-Fly" story and that was resurrected
recently by the infamous Peter’ Tory. Here it is in full, with paragraphs run on.

"& horrifying tale reaches this column from one of London's more raffish
hotels -- it is in Notting Hill to be exact -- which is much favoured by
pop persons. A friend of ours whose house is next to the hotel recalls
the following. On hearing a fearful crashing arcund and a low moan she -
went. outside to see a naked man, arms and legs hither and.thither, caught
up in the top branches of a sturdy holly treé. Both the tree and the man
appeared to have suffered some considerable injury. The lady then heard
an indigngnt voice. Looking up she saw yet another naked male figure on
the hotel s.second floor balcony. He was shouting to his prostrate.friend
in a furious lisp: "See, I told you, you couldn't fly'." (5)

The previous day another lurid page lead was headlined "Junky (sic) Ivan Sells Boots for
Heroin", where it was alleged Pakistani intelligence forces had found Soviet troops
selling their boots to feed their drug habit. (6)

Another dubious tabloid scare story headlined "Peril of the LSD Cartoon Stamps" manages
to create a heady brew of- health peril, youth oorruptloq/lnltlatlon, supernatural flight,
extraterrestrials, hero worship, patriotism, mistaken identity, authority figure, and
finance. Stamps with cartoon éharacters such as Superman, ET, or Union Jack or Stars and
Stripes were being sold in London impregnated with LSD, according to a police chief, and

"a youngster could throw himself under a bus or off a building after taking this drug."

(7) With such a vivid and lurid typewriter, Joe Clancy could well end up usurplng Tory's

gig as Star diarist.

References:
(1) Screeton, Paul, "The Wizard of Stanley" Part 2, The Shaman, No. 9, 1985.
(20 Superweed, Mary Jane, "Herbal Highs", Unicorn, 1970.
(3) N.M.E., July ?, 1980,
(4) Sladek, John, "The New Apocrypha", ‘Panther, 1978.  (4B) The People, Jan. 14, 1968,
(4C) Shuttlewood, Arthur, :"UFO Magic ‘in Motlon", Sphere, 1979.
(5) The Star, Oct. 23, 1985.
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COKELORE
by PAUL SCREETON

As demonologists well know, the Devil was hehind the pit strike. It was Straightfor—
wardly a struggle ‘betwegn good and evil,an there s an authority figure in this arrest-
.ing scenario.

Police Inspector Maléolm‘Biggin blamed Satan for violence on the miners' pioket lines
and said he "raised up Arthur Scargill to wreak havoc."

Insp. Biggin, based at Sutton Coldfield, West Mldlands, Sald he and other Christian
policemen witnessed pickets who were "demons ‘Possessed.” With evangelicdl fervour he
added: "There may be a flesh and blood conflict at times but behind it 11e3 a spiritual
"~ conflict rather than an 1ndmstr1a1 or even political one. :

 He saiad that when he was among 90 frlghtened pollcemen, trapped by 1 500 plckets at
Orgreave colling works, he walked away from the front liné and prayed for God to intervene.

"After the prayers went up the mood changed," he said. (1)

But was King Arthur reelly a tool of the Prince’ of Darkness}

We are-all mortals,.and in times of crisis leaders come to the fore., Wars, polltlcal
turbulence and economic crisis create situations which generate people who for a while
take on the heroic mantle. People get jittery when there is inflation or rising unemp-
loyment and look for saviours. Such periods can produce an Amin or J.F. Kennedy, a Hitler
or a Churchill. Equally, after the last war the glctorate gave Churchill a different
sort of V sign and J.F.K. got the bullet, llterally.

A3 a leadér Scargill saw himself as a saviour figure, but neither he nor his supporters
could walk on water® Now even his own miners are creating.a breakaway union to rlval his
defeated National Union of Mineworkers.

Politics aside, my interest in Scargill is as a folkloric figure. He and his strike
generated a rich vein of folktales for the student of urban mythology. In fact, not
since the period before Peter Sutcliffe. was caught, tried and jailed, has contemporary
folklore study received so much data to analyse. It really is an irony of life that
Scargill comes from the Yorkshire Ripper's county. :

During Scargill's dispute this writer was involved in a union/management showdown at
kis place of employment. for three months. As--a non-union journalist I worked while the
najority of my colleagues. withfirew their labour. In fact, this article is an adaptation
of a piece I wrote during these disputes. (2)

The Mail, whose circulation area covered the communities of Horden and Easington with
their working pits, had not been seen as a champion of the N.U.M, cause. In fact, one
photographer had been pelted.with missiles by pickets and the editor called something
unprintable here. So it came as something of 2 surprise to hear of talk about miners
joining striking journalists to create a massive picket outside the Mail offices on the
first day of the National Union of Journalists' strike. No such comradely brotherliness
manifested and, in fact, when rain began falling the hacks disappeared. '"hey only pick-
eted once more anyway. Hardly the suff of which heroes and martyrs are made or which
would create myths along the lines of Russian troops marching with snow still on their
boots or Germans of yesteryear with babies' heads 1mpaled on bayonets. Such stories do
circulate during a. war. Where every boarding school ha& a’ spy 51gna111ng to 'the enemy )
at night. Like: : : .

"At Wellesley preparatory school in Broadstairs it became obvious to the pupils .
that their Latin master was a German spy. He bore a peculiar resemblance to an
obnoxious gauleiter depicted in The Hotspur, and a skin ailment had given his
face the colour and texture of pupty. It was therefore assumed that he was wear-
ing a mask. Little Heathcote Williams, future poet and playwright, took on the
task of exposing him. During Latin class he rose from his desk, ran up ‘to’the
master and began scrabbling at his face. Even as he did ‘sog thé absurdity of the
whole thing became suddenly apparent to him, but it was @oo late to tumn back.
The rest of the class urged him on with cries of 'Spy!' until the master lost
his nerve and bolted for the door. The headmaster was unable to make sense of
what had happened so no one was punished."” (15)

The spy mania of World War II was only one minor aspect of‘conspiracy theorising.
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Naturally it appeared diiring the pits strike., A columnist mocked mocked Mr Terry
Banks, "loony Left" M.P. for Newham, for reporting that the National Coal Board was
sending in cardboard cut-outs of miners to dishearted pickets. All very reminiscent of
alleged oardboard ‘tanks supposedly plased by the Soviet bloc along borders to worry
MATO. But the tabloid scribe also brings the Iron Curtain down with: "Meanwhile, vent-
riloquists' dolls of Ian MacGregor (operated by Maggie Thatcher) and Arthur Scarglll
(with the strings pulled in the Kremlin) couvld get on ......" (3)

Less frivolous claims were that members of the Armed Forces were masquerading as police «
officers. Or that police officers had infiltrated the miners on picket duty. :

- A Labour M.P. apparently believed this was going ¢n and tabled a Commons question.:
Martin Redmond, M.P. for Don Valley, had received a claim from one of his constituents
that a photograph pubhlished in the Daily Mirror and Guardlan showed a pollceman at
Cortonwood colliery who wes a military person.

South Yorkshire Chief Constable Peter Wright invited P.C. Bob Yates.to a meeting of
South Yorkshire Police Committee in Barnsley to scotch rumours that military police were
being used on picket lines,

Benused Bob said: "I was staggered by it all. I have never been a soldler and re ver
wanted to be. This was a case of mistaken identity." cee e

P.C. Yates was pictured on November 23, 1984, carrying a crate of petrod bombs, and
added: "I suppose this sort of thing can happen. I have never seen the man whom they
claimed was 'in the plcture " -

So Who was he supposed to be? Someone called Tony Allen, a lance eorporal and mllltary
policemen stationed in Berlin, who had been best man at the wedding of Brian Walsh,
“"tenants' liaison officer for Doncaster Council -- the complainan t.

_ The chief constable had produced the officer to pour cold water on the "frustrating
and damaging aspects which have circulated over the past nine months. I am happy to
produce him so 'that members can see that the armed forces are not being used." (4)

. The music magaz1ne New Musical Express looked at the pits dispute in- January and 1ts
oddly-named correspondent X. ‘Moore revealed a total lack of balance, partlcularly when
he stated: "More disturbing is evidenoe of troops being used to police the strike, con-

trary to Cabinet Ministers claiming otherwise." (5)

A man in Armthorpe, near Doncaster, had told journalists: "We've had palice in the
village: during the riot ,addressing another offieer as corporal ... A man saw his own son
who was supposed to be in Northern Ireland, a bloke saw his hrother who was supposed to
be oh duty in Germany +%.." And so on. "It were like an S.A.S. operation." Well, why
shouldn't the police be efficient?

Equally damning being:the quote that: "You can always tell a picket's not.a miner when
he gets The Sun out of his pocket and starts to read it." Do all miners then read only
newspapers Whlch are 1deologlcally pure?

Yet it is a sad fact. of indfzstrial disputes :that such stories are believed and cgircul-
ated Reason flies out of the window. Any highly-charged situation is ripe for rumour
ﬁ_and it become rife,

+ Misinformation is a key factor in spreading anxiety and modern technology has come to
the aid of rumour transmission. A typical case is an alleged esopy of a letter purporting
to have been from the Doncaster N.C.B. headquarters to working miners warning them that
the Board could not guarantee their safety when the strike ends. Labour Herald published
it as genuine when the N.C.B., knew it was a forgery and by ignoring the first principle
of journalism that newspaper had egg all over its typeface. (6)

Rumours come in all shapes and forms and The Mail, Hartlepool, noted on November 27,
1984, that Easington N.U.M. Lodge officials were claiming to be victims of a smear
bampalgn. "Malicious rumours," said Alan Cummings, lodge secretary and also a member of
Durham Miners' Area Executive, "were going around tha® lodge officialssat, Easington and
other pits had received six months' wages in advance of the strike." (7)

4nd so to Arthur Scargill himself. e

The Daily Star recognised the dubiousness with "so the legend goes" before stating
that in 1972 Scargill laid siege to the Peterborough gasworks. After ten days Arthur
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bragged that not a single coal lorry had passed. Hardly surprising -- the town was on
North Sea gas. (8)
Then a Guardian columnist found another myth. "The latest -- no, honestly, it's true ---

is that Mr Scargill 'had gas central heating installed once deliveries of anthracite dried
up. No, really. Cross my heart." (9) In fact, his small bungalow, which he bought 18
years ago ‘as a pitman -for £3,500, has coal-fired central heating.

He told the Daily Star in 1980: "I'm supposed t0-live in a steately home surrounded by
a moat and set in fabulous grounds; to own a string of racehorses, and -take my holidays
in Cuba. Sadly, far more people read dreadful things about me than meet me and it's
amazing. the rumours that spring up as a result." {1n)

Stilly he is supposed toehave a portrait of Cuban Marxist here Che Guevara in his front
hall. And another account has him having built for him a £78,000 house at the N.U.M.'s"
expense, with electrified fence. and: guard dogs. i

Talking of homes, in 1984 the moorlands around Whltby were rife Wlth rumours that King’
Arthur was looking to oet up a personal Canelot in either Grosmont Goathland, Castleton
or Great Ayton. : :

Estate agent_Don Lockett was quoted as saying he had heard tales of people refusing to "
buy a house i/ certain area for fear Scargill was also moving in." He added that there
was no way he would deal with him even if meant losing a sale. (11)

An N.U.M. Press officer said the renorts sounded "like complete fabricatidu" to her.

But what of his car? One rumour states the Czech government gives him a new Skoday every
year. Why bother? His predecesser Joe Gormley managed with a 3-1litre car but Scargill
demanded and got a 422 litre white Jaguar.

And back to those horses. "My oecretary went to Pontefraot Races and a man said to her,
"Arthur Scarglll's horse is running in t' next race." : :

Or so he told Anthony Bailey of The Observer. (12) And Bailey wisely noted: "The sllght
air of self- -congratulation with which he told these tales was not offputting, though it
gave the impression that he not only collected them but might invent srme himself."

To which Seargill added: "If I have more than one: lager someene will-say, 'Look, there's
Arthur Scargill getting drunk'."

Some may say he's been drunk with power -- but %here can be no doubting that he is sure
to always keep_a clear head for negotiations. e

Two items in Peter Tory's Damly Mirropy gossip page in February, 1985, are of interest.

Firstly Tory sagely mlstrusted the claim that mains-supplied clocks throughout Brltaln
were losing up to 15 seconds during the day and were making up the difference at night.
The technicalities are complex, he wrote, but the Central Electricity Generating Board’
wa8 economizing on coal. Even he admitted that had this been April 1 he would have been
suspicious, but trusted New Scientist tn be respectable and accurate. (13)

Secondly enter N.C.B. chairman Ian MacGregor -- er rather not. Peter Tory noted the old
adversary's media silemence at the time and noted that a xzmsxkx TV link person had reoently
announced brightly: "And now for the view of Coal Board chairmar Michael Eaton.” (14)

At least my miner friend Malcolm Foster had no illusions. Yes, the pit would shut. Bon!
But there'd be a bigger, better one. Hurrah! He really believed what he had been told that
when the County DurWeam uMdersea mine at Horden closes a high-speed train would be lald on
to ferry the pitmen to and back from the Selby superpit in North Yorkshlre.
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bought a potted yucca
plant to decorate her
living-room.

When she watered it the
plant made hissing and
squeaking noises. She
assumed it was simply the
air escaping through the
porous dried earth in the
pot.

Six days later, when
she watered it again,
not only did. she hear
renewed . squeaking,
but the earth around
the roots began -to

heave.

In alarm ‘she called the
florist where she had
purchased the’ plant and
demanded that a member of
staff come.and.take it back.
The florist arrived, summed
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large: female }n.u ntula
gpidet; and hor*lih:‘ of 50
young, from amongtheroots,

They gave the opinion that "

the t was
imported from At “hotter
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z
A
A
2 U
47
A
47
. A
47
A
17
A
A
17
r
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
14
£2
A
7
4
%
’
7
A
A
z
A
17
VA
v
A
z
A
z
Z
Z
A
A
;
Z
{7
7
A
;
Y
z
A
A
z
v
’
7
Z
s
A
A
7
iZ
17
Z
z
A
;
2
A
’
A
A
’
A
A
A
;
7

\

year, It would seem our
Indian summer has revived
e rumoureven;
he story has been
irculating throughout Bri-
all year. The details are
ways vague with the sto-
teller insisting it is all true

d happened to a friendof a
riendoftheirs.

Media interest has been
een and the earliest re-
elllng would seem to have

en in the §unday Express,
here a Cdlogne resident,

Suzanne Zingier, had the
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A FRIEND of a friend

nywmhhmmum‘
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y folklorists will renitmber
- 1985.as ‘Year of The Splder

When 1 checked on: the
Hartlepool branch of M. & S.
two yuccas were to be found
for sale. They are hardly a
particularly decorative
species and far prettier
foliage and blooms were also
on display. As a_ junior re-
porter on Teesside I recall
covering a spate of stories
about yucca plants which had

intoexoticblossom.” |

But back at.the splders.
someone with the sense to:
realize the rumouf réquired
demistitying had a memo
‘sent to managers ‘explaining
,that if they heard the story to
disregard it ot allay the fears
of anyone complaining. L

The manager of the
-‘Hartlepool branch recalled
receiving a notice on ‘the
rumour‘but had not

spokesy
8. hudm o
Street, London; toldme* "It‘l
complete . Wé have

easant occupants in her
L 28

The Guardian attampted to f

defuse the story on April 19,

citing Marks and Spencer §

stores as the vendors of

ccas with deadly extras,.

People had bombarded

ewspapers with eomplalntl
[3gna Spe

i demands” tor

‘the story is

avanto plcl; up m
green:

Eachtlmell &S. cﬁ cﬁ!ﬁ
out the story it
Not surprisingly

yuccas are impo
Africa via Holland, where
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yne

rted from'

not found any ¢

travelled, the ‘whole
and we have’had a lotof»calls
regardingit. e 123
‘“We did send out a nou to
our managers to..say it is
widespread but a complete
rumour. We told them what
todoif contacted.

. ““We have not heard the
story for some time. It seems
to have died a death,’”’ she
concluded.

*

Well, not quite. The stor,yls
alive and well and was' Iast
located inHigh Wycombe.

In “the last week of Sep-
tember the Bucks Free Press
Midweek was.fool
claimed” it ‘‘actually’
pened”’ to a n-%p achi
bought a yucca in urch
Street branch. The newspa-

i per did not name the woman'

or check out the story with
the store manager, Rivals the
Wycombe and South Bucks
Star contacted the manager,
Tony Turner, who ‘said: ‘‘Oh
no, not that one again. There
is no foundation in the story. .
It is just one of those tales
that gets spreadaround’’, -’

Manager of the: plant.de- ¢
M. & S.
ranch, Tony
Kelly, sald: *'It's" getting
beyond & joke. Now we've got
an officlal complaint from
the Irish Ministry of
JAgriculture because someone
in Dublin cial s one of our .
people offered a woman £100
to keep it quiet.’’ - Which
actually sounds suspicious
 itself.

Often Kew Gardens — and
not a zoo — is quoted as the

they are replanted ‘“d scene for the revelation of the
potted.

remained dormant for de-:
cades then suddenly bursting®

has:a ogmponent
nicknamed ‘tangel
hair?’ whicth=is &
mysterious, «wispy
substance re orted
falling . from’ -on
many. occasions.
Theories have been

simply - a deﬂcc of
extraterres(rhl “oceus

d-ncaau;

* 8o, if you have a yucca
from Marksies fear not, it
won't have come with a-ta-
rantula bonus.

It -seems that an almost
universal dislike of spiders is
responsible for the dis-
semination of a multitude of
urban belief tales relating to

i the anarchnid family.

Spiders are not insects, their
anatomy is vastly different.
Also the nt energy of
insects seems in spiders to be
“replaced by patience (though
:& : ~would no doubt
&8 posétically and en-
morphically term it

_thropo
periods of inertia between |t an

immediate’ responses to
external stimuli).

llmer&xs species lie in |

walt far their victims by their |:
webs while others maraud in
search of prey. They are
praised for being- active in-
sect destroyers, but fail 1o |
discriminate conveniently
/between the allies and
enemies of man. They are
basically neutral though the

THE HUMBLE spider lms been a focus of
attention this year. Spiders have been around
longer than usual with the Indian summer,

one called Maurice may-

ere a 13th Century tale re-.
lates to how an Oxfordshire’
woman would spend so much
“time titivating her hair that
she would arrive just in time
for Mass. One day ‘‘the Devil
“descended upon her head in
-the form of a spider, gripping
with its legs’’ until she
died of fright. Prayer,"
exorcism, holy water all |
tailed, until the lacal abbot |
displayed the holy sacrament
before her.

almost |

Which just goes to show
how old some belief tales can

“The-vanity versus

€.of the fatal biting to loﬁx
-haired young men. :

here are other second

sins among oral tradition.
.Most common is the one -
which sometimes occurs
| ‘when discussing holidays
abroad when a friend will tell
how a friend returned with
some strange lumps on arms
or face. Upon scratching one
“itbursts and a spider scuttles

silkworm could be cited as
benefiting man and cobweb
creatorsas lrrlt;tlng woman.

Autumn is genomlly a breif
season for spiders when they
rapidly disappear. However,
our extended warm spell has
lenthened their activity.
Have you not noticed the
amount of airborne webbing
floating around and money

splders la.ndlngln yourhair?

out. The other lumps’
spiderstoo. :

it Iwuwldﬂuloneutruo
concerning a -woman who
returned from Spain. She had
-developed a very large
matted spot on her arm.

Lying in the bath she decided’
o squeeze it and two large
spiders emerged. The ex-
‘planation for veracity was
that while sunbathing asleep
_on a beach, a sand spider had
lnjected ltu eggs into her

make the Guinness

Iarrett

her’: 400-year-old home ln
Marsion hayley. near
‘Swindon, ;~<when she

| trapped it in & jar and dis-
pltehod it with insect spray.
Shs.polthumaly christened

i "Hs h.u helped my phobh
because all other spiders now
séem small by comparison,”’
said Llndsey‘; not surpris-
ingly as this one was a
spectacular5}in, across.

But the Jarretts ignored an
-old saying at their peril:

““If you wish 10 live and
thrive, '
Letthespzdernmallve 4

DID Robert the Bruce
/have his flagging spirih
lifted by a spider?

There are two
versions of a tale where
the Scots monarch was
-hidinginacave.

" In one he watched a
spider laboriously
making its web and
‘having many mishaps in
its construction work. A
variety of *“if at first you

a ‘spider wové a web
‘across the entrance
which caused his
pursuers to assume that
nobody could be in the.
cave and went away.
Similarly the king

emerged and was
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"THE EVIDENCE FOR PHANTOM HITCH-HIKERS" by MICHAEL GOSS
"7THE ‘EVIDENCE FOR THE BERMUDA TRIANGLE"__X DAVID GROUP
(Both Aquarian Press and ASSAP '£2-95 each) '

Don Weatherall was dr1v1ng the last Unltod bus from Peterlee to Durham Clty It was
empty when an‘attractlveiyﬁung girl flagged him dewn. She asked t» be taken ‘to.Sherburn
Hill and admitted she had no money for her fara. Don gallantly zgreed to take the damsel
in distress to her destlnatlon, suspectlng she had beon put’ out df a ‘car. v

But when he arrived at his destlnatlrn he-found. the bus ompty again.

-

He searched the bus in ¥ain, despite knnw1ng she could nnt have gnt off Whlle the bus
was moving. He concluded he had picked up a ghnst.

Don told his workmaies about hlS experxmnoe ‘and more ‘stories came to light ~f the
spork ~f Sherburn Hill. One tale had a youth-on a motor-cycle giving her a lift enly to
st~ and find the pillion seat empty. Annther stnpped his car to give the hitch-hiker a
lift nnly £o find the:car empty.

The busx driver was:told the girl had been Pllled saveral years earlier in a rﬁad
accident. &l

The girl was described to a reporter as. having spoken with no pronounced accent and
wern "old-fashioned" clothes. The pclice knew ncthing ~f an accident or qther reports
of a ghest en that part of the rnad. (Northern Echn, August 13, 1979),

And 50 _inevitably Goss comes tn the conclusion that "the main difficulty in‘'discussing
the  evidence" that the Phantom Hitch-hiker "ever ventures nut into. the objectively-
experienced world of humanity .lies in the.ease with. which it oommutes .between fact and
fiction." He cnncedes theie is weighty evidence thaf the tale is told &s truth as-part
of narrative convention, and as such is a classic fabricationn, -or alternatively.is a
classic urban belief tale and cbviously not true. However, evidence .points te certain
'apparitinnal encounters being seemingly ‘genuine, vague and inemplicit, buthalsn that
these ‘can be *the' core from which elabo”atlnn follcwo.

The Phantom Hitch-hiker is a firmly-established folk—ghost ‘and Goss surmises that the
"mntlf may be available under rare, altered-sensory-state conditions to individuals"
‘whose encounters for them have all the characteristics of reality: In other words, the .
Phantom Hitch-hiker may be a semi-archetype of mankind's collective imagination.. He '
specualtes on the spontanenus disSociztion ,hlghway hypnosis" effect and putal forward a
hallucination hypothesis where there is a merging of the outer and inner expergences.
Here the Phanton Hitch-hiker image would be validated as "real" for "being a purely
psychological phenomenon.”

Thus the enigma can occur and be counsidered at different points .of its structure.
Fragmentary encounters are more believable because they conform more with known factors
¢f the coherence and duration or hallucinatory experiences. Warnings of dangerous ronad
conditions given by the passenger can be the driver's own subconscious fear manifested,
prophetic utterances be deep-seated fears for the future, and it is fsually the case-
that the passenger is of the opposite sex which may be stimulated by sexual motive. Even
the "crash victim passenger" rolé is-open to such possibilities of a "real" apparition,
though more likely this aspect comes from an-.unconscious knowledge of a past road acc-
ident or even super-ESP of the event. The phantom identified by glVlng an-address and
subsequent corroboration if not well supported by evidence.

It is where a disappearance -- and nothing more -- occurs as cut—off point Which‘adds
credibility to the incredible stories.. Here seems to lie the nearest to "reality" for the
experience of the Phantom Hitch-hiker. = ' ' ‘ L

Goss has isolated and treated in depth some accounts which carry a reasonable degree
of conviction. Where Maurice Goodennugh seemingly struck a girl at Blue Bell Hill and
its many other accounts, and the Nunney case which involved- ¥illage vigilantes. The
credibility here occurred by not conforming to the established folk canon. Also here
were named witnesses; not a-friends of the brother's niece's third uncle's milkman's
son, Shaken witnesses have made bona fide reports to their local constabularies.

So this is not make—believe-onlya It is evident that the stories represent "a specific
kind of paranormal -event”. Consequently the Phantom Hitch-hiker would.seem to be more
than & denizeén of folklore but also a subject for scruting by parapsychologists in
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authenticated cases.

S~ -

Goss. hao taokled the subJect in masterly fashion and the writing style is.witty and clear.
& [aR SRR - ’;\

Group s hook is” for “those who went to know if thls anorphous area of the.Atlantlc in
Bermuda's viclnlty has really. awallowed countless shlps and airceaft and more than 1,000
people over the past few decades.-It has been a lucratlve ‘theory buwt there .are. two 31des“rw
to the triangle. Desplte shnw1ng so much rationality as explaining dlsappearances, Group
still sticks to a bellef in ‘certain earth forces which can distort or supersede man s
curreént conception 6f ‘reakity as. we perceive it. Suddenly the tlde torns and the mystery
-- at least partially -- is perpetuated. '

B e T I % ok s R R R R OE R R R R R R k%
o i "SACRED WATERS"._X JANET AND COLIN ‘BORD ST

. (Grafiada; £9«95) . 'h"" " My

-~

The stone circle I'most associate with water is that in Yorkshire at Yockenthwaite: On ‘my
first visit I could only look at it across a swiftly flowing river, close by whigh it had
obviously been constructed purposively. I then had one leg in plaster, having broken the
lin tripping beside. yet another stream.'" : :

‘More personally, sacrad Waters for me are assoclated w1th the rltual of g01ng to the
pub or - the bath I _take each day religiously (so hot that 1t resembles~a suburban. shamanﬂs
sweat lodge) .

My.. ablutlons aside, the Bords seek the orlgln of a more _purposeful derlvatlon of the _
water cult. This could ‘well have formulated during the late Bronze:Ages We .certainly know
that during Roman tines gdfts-or offerings. were thrown into wekls. In- fact, . artifacts in
dew ponds suggest "td me that the cult could be older than the Bords-surmise. and could
date to the Neolithic.' S . ! v A

They follow on historically to the Celtlo head .cult remenbered in well lore and to heal-
ing springs and thedr properties; .effect. of Chrlstlanlty on water cults; well-visiting
day pilgrimages and making wishes; prophetic waters, colouration and -named person ident-
ification; their éreation often By an act assoolated with'a salnt water divinities,.
ghosts and earth lights; and the.present festivals and care”or neglect of. sacrgd sourezs.

There is an informed and wide-embracing accdount of how and why sacred waters have -
inportance for mankind. Here the earth spirit is probably more at homé than -fhe prehistoric
sites visited and monitored by most earth mysteries supporters. When considered, it is
perhaps surprising that investigators have not laid more empha31s on such facotors as-.
dragonlore belng so attuned to wells and rlvers.

More .than one—quarter of the ‘book forms a gazateer of 200 surv1v1ng an01ent and holy
wells in the British Isles.

~ The book is splendldly 111ustrated with a great many black and Whlte photographs,,“:"
nostly by the authors. It is a pleasure to read and a timely arrival with a resurgencep
of interest in wells under way. Buy a copy for yourself and another as a gift for a
loved one.

"WEB OF SUSPICION" BT T T+ T T J6+ 6o+ T+ T

By PAUL SEREETON (THE MAIL HARTLEPOOL OCTOBER 18, 1985) =~

References:

Urban beliefs: . - ‘
Sunday Bxpress, March 24, 1985. Dail Mail, April 20, 1985. -  Guardian, April
19, 1985, » Fortean Tlnes, No. 44, 1985, - Wyconbe and South Bucks Star, Sept.
27, 1985. Brunvand Jan Harold, "The Vanishing Hitch-hiker", Picador, 1983.

Dale, Rodney, "The Tumour in the Whale", Universal, 1978, Linssen, E.F., "The"
Observer's Book of Comnion BrltlSh Insects ‘and Splders", Frederick Warne, 1955

General: ' : '

Dally Express, Sept. 25, 1985 he Sun, Oct. 10, 1985.
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From Jimmy Goddard (25 Albert Road, Addlestone Weybridge, Surrey)
A nunmber of the reviews of the small book "Skyways and Landnarks Rev131ted" (Whlch I
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co-authored with Philip Heselton and Paul Baines) have disturbed me somewhat, for it
seens some people have misunderstood the purpose of the book. So, to set the recorad
straight, I am sending this letter to all publications in associated fields. I cannot
speak for ny colleagues, bmt my purpose in taking part in the project was not nerely
historical, and certalnly it was not just to confirm a handful of alignments in Kent.
Both these thlngs are covered in-'the book, but.they are to illustrate %’ba31c fact: the
re-energence of leys and the subsequent earth: mysteries: rmovement were directly- caused by
comnunications from space people. As mentioned in the book, the evidence for this is in
the fact that while some of Tony Wedd's points were some way off beamn, yet the systen
in Kent seems to be real, This seemns %o show that he had not simply found some leys and
engineered them tc fit his beliefs -- the space people had 1nd1cated the lines and he
sinply made sone mistake regardlng the p01nts.

The 1954 "orthotenic" flap in France and the subsequent publication of "Flying Saucers
and the Straight-Line Mystery" and "Skyways and Landmarks" were, in my opinion, parts of
a deliberate plan by benign extraterrestrials to educate us into knowledge of the Earth's
‘energy systen ‘and its physical markers. (No subsequent flap -proved orthotenic -~ seeming
to show that this one had this particular purpose). Yes, we have built upon the knowle dge,
but it is 1little short of churlish to deny their part in the matter. The evidence in "Sky-
ways and Landmarks Revisted" was published to restate this case.

If anyone would be interested in re-forming Tony Wedd's organisation, the STAR.Fellow-s
ship, according to its original principles or welcoming our extraterrestrial friends, I
would be very pleased to hear from them, at the above address..

Fronm Ralph Whitlock (Winterslow, Wilts.):

I think your white animal (see The Shaman No. 11, page 8) must have been a stoat,
though weasels do turn white in the North in winter. However, it would be very early for
“a white weasel -- and early even for a stoat, unless, as sometimes happens, the animal
turned white through injury and not because of cold weather. When northern aninals do turn
white in winter the change is triggered off by a sudden fall in temperature and so is due
to current or past weather, not what is to comne. )

ANCIENT SKILLS AND WISDOM REVIEW SECTION

nSTONEHENGE: ITS ‘DRUIDS , ' CUSTODIANS, FESTIVAL AND FUTURE" by JOHN MICHELL (5‘3, inc. post
and packing. Fron John Michell, c/o 2 Blenhein Crescent, LOndon Wil).

It takes the subtlest authority on Stonehenge, John Mlchell to see most clearly the
true perspective of Stonehenge's current plight. Here he looks at its past, its embattled
present, a balanced possible immediate future, and even a-long-range specualtion:

"It could well be that the imprint of the festival will be of .as much
interest to future anthyopologists as any other ev1dencp of what
. Stonehenge has meant to the people.”

Central to this essay and thesis is the Free Festival, an ancient solstice gathering
spontaneously .reinstituted early in the Seventies. These events panicked the uncomprehend-
ing authorities and in 1978 Stonehenge was fenced off, and the public excluded. So- the
nonunent, which had been presented to the nation with a condition of free aceess in 4918,
was illegally and arbitrarily violated. In 1985 the Druids were banned and a bloody
confrontation provoked with the festivalgoers. : '

What makes this site so important that thousands make an annual pilgrimage and face
charges by police armed with clubs and shields behaving like latterday Berserkers? It :is
because, as Michell explains, Stonehenge is unique. It is a Cosmic temple dedicated not
to a single god or goddess, but all 12 gods of the zodiac. "It represents the ideal
cosmology, the perfect and complete image of the universe." And: "One of the reasons fer
identifying Stonehenge as the césnic temple and true image of the nniverse is that what-
ever 1deas are brought to it fird a p031t1ve response," .

A1l well and good 1f the ideas are positive. What &f the negativeness? This may allow
the plausible excuse that by charging more than a shilling one is rifhtfully worshipping
Mammon at Stonehenge or that by attacking the "peace convoy" (sic) a sacrifice is being
nace to Mars. In this context it may also be wotth noting as a parallel cautionary tale
the happenings at the Golden Tenple of Anritsar and the eclipse of Indira Gandhi.
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The British authbrities, too, it-seems, are courting chao$ by barring the people from
their chief temple. Have -the archaeologists set in motion, by forbidding the people
entry, events whose consequences will lead to a veritable "Indiana Atkinson and the
Temple of Doom" scenario?

Not if - John Michell can help it.

-,

His previous Radical-Traditionalist Paper, "Concordance of High MOnarchlsts“; suggested
that "practical idealism" be applied to Ireland to solve the Emerald Isle ‘s troubled
situation. Similarly "Stonehenge" offers a practical solution.

Stressing Stonehenge as "an image of the all-embracing universe", Michell points out -
"it should therefore be capable of reconciling all the claims and demands which are put
to it." Particularly as the various interested parties are basically willing to acknow-
ledge each other's viewpoint. Cnce;this principle is observed a solution can follow to
the reasonable satisfaction of all eoncerned. Then the details can be formulated for
future arrangements.

It all looks so easy if only cOmmonsenSe will: prevail.

o Michell's booklet was adapted for publication also in the June 22 issue of New
Musical -Bxpress by its wrditer.

TNk

"THE HUGHENDEN DRAGON" by CLIVE HARPER (Torsday Publications, 7 Malmers Well Road,v
High Wycombe, Bucks., HP13 6PD. 65p, inc. p&p).

’ Another limited edition booklet by the author of "The Mordiford Dragon" and other works,

this- is a 'slim vedume of eight pages with photographs by John Merron. It draws attention
to a tale neglected by principal researchers in recent gazeteers of dragonlore. Th:Ls &)
16th century example has the motifs of terrorising beast, acquatic domaln, maiden

attracting it, death, the skinning of it and Knights Templar association.
AR ARSI

SOURCE. Journal of The Holy Wells Research and Preservation Group. Neat presentation
and detailed articles on local and county studies, along with news of thr1v1ng holy
wells, plus discussion of lore, history and topogfephy of holy wells.,.-- Sty

No. 3. Edna Whelan details 21 Y&rkshire welds, Laurence Hunt writes of those in Cornlsh
West Penwith (a fine adjunct to John Michell's "The 014 Stones of Land's End" from the
same district), and Laurens Otter shares thoughts on Shropshire examples. Alan Cleaver
begins an assessment of wells' association with dragons.*Also preservation fund mooted,
topical items and reviews., Year's sub (3 issues) £2-70; individual copies £1. Cheques
payable to editor Mark Valentlne, personally..Address. 35 Grafton Way, New Diiston,

Northants., NN5 6NG.

_ FORTEAN TIMES. Indispensible and foremost journal of strange phenomena. Professionally
- produced King Solomon's Mines of dazzling wonders of the phenomenonological universe.

No. 43. John Michell on the York Minster conflagration; Cottingley fairies cause celebré
unmasked; Columbus confusion; humans with horns; news from around world and gems from the
flies, including foaflore. No. 44. Second issue to be edited by Paul Sieveling to give
Bob Rickard a well-earned break. More of the-usual treasure chest with more on Cottingley,
Doc Shiels, UFOs}livestock attacks, and so on. -+ Four-issue sub. U.K. £6; U.S., 12
dollars. Slngle copy £1-5€C. Payable to Fortean Times. From 96 Mansfield Road, London
NW3 2HX.

NORTHERN EARTH MYSTERIES Journal of the Northern Earth Mysterles Group.

No. 29. Main articles being Jeremy Harte on northern. maiden castles; Chesca Potter on
"goddess of leys" Helen; Paul Screeton on Tony Wedd and tis revolutlonary linking of UFOs !
and leys 25 years ago. Plus meeting and moot, other agticles, miseellany and letters.

Single copies 70p (inc. p%p); four issues “£2-50, Cheques/P.0.s to be made payable to
~Philip Heselton. Address 170 Victoria Avenue, Hull HUS 3DY.
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Many other books and magazine recelved will be reviewed in the next 1ssue of FOLKLORE

FRONTIERS . sy




