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LEAD.:.IN. . ..... . -� . . . . . . . ... .. _ ; 

Welcome to Folklore Fr�ntiers . We are here to c ollect and comment upon 
modern l egends .. W�. ·worider if as "The M�ga zine ·o:f Urban· Belief T ales" we �are ·the . .  only · , ­

s uch journal� Certainly we hope ··to become a .:j ou_rnal of re c ord and your news· clippings 
will he.J:p us · achieve s ome grepter de�ree of · completeness . E s pe cially welcome will be 
i terns ·from ·local. regiorial newspapers , ·which u.Sual::!..y have fres her and nore detailed· 
stories : For inst·ance ye s ter.day · the· frorit page lea d  of The ·Ma il , Hartlepool ( c ounty . · 
edition) , wa s about a s po of letter s erit to res ident s  warning of penalties -for-ove.r-use 
of toilet flus hing • . Hence w� are in the market for a_wider s pe c trum l")f lore than.s imp;,tzy­
urban.legends, covering the.range nf lore de tailed iri the review of Pa01 S mith ' s book . 
B6:s id�·s cutting.s, we .wil.J,_ als .o be intere� ted to rec e·ive oral. tales;  particularly' thos e  · 

nf a topic-al na ture . Clirreritly · the ·fas hion is ·for " crying boy''. conflagrations . and· · · · · · ·  
effects 0f Halley ' s Come t. Credit will be given by a name-chec� in print as a matter 
o'f course. wherever pos s ible . · . 

The 
.number nf b ooks on .�b�n legends publis hed during the pa s t  few years has prep�;ed 

the public for a maga zine along the s e  line_s . Our readersluhp� I -as s ume , will be . . a 'mix.:.. · 
ture of open-minded inquiring minds ( many of' whom have been s ubs cribing tl . .rough.my 

·-- ; led'i tors hips of The Ley Hunter, Anc ient Skills & Wis dom -Review , and T he S haman) , folklor.e 
res ea:rchers , and· o thers in s earch '· ·ef a topic which is s till developing and iwhich ·. 

exercis e s  the mind . · ... '.· . .  

I t  will suit the armehair philos ophers who can s e ek the subious . and exo tic in'their 
reading li ter.�tur e or. do " f_ield res earchn for tales in the pub ,  office. or among� t�eir 
pa rticular _ .int.eres t group . Kor i!}s tance .any . ga thering nf ferroe quinologis ts ( train­
spotter .s ,  if' yo1.1.rnust), witi' ge t s te am_�d up about all manne� of apocryphal pla.tform end 
rumour. 

Cros s -fertilization betwe en themes · is a fa scinating purs uit f·or c ollec.tors and · ;mos t 
cat-egorie s will be found to · be · ·arbitrary . The ub iquity of ufos in urban belief .·tal'es is 

, ' 

a particularly rewarding are3. of study .. . Hence any attemp t to impos e  opinions will · be 
fraught with the ultimate ba cklas h  · of creating a ·new belief its elf for· ready transmis s ion. 

F inall�� · 
it �s hoped th� .res.pons e t:o"th.is . fir_s t is s ue will allow \}s ' tq become even 

s tronger .and better • .  Your clippings ,. articl.es , .ane cdo te s , c ooments , rea cfers ' le tters , 
and s o  on, are .needed. -Hopef_ully the maga z ine will c ontinue to �xpand . · · 

Even tually I ·woUld l{k; · to see Folklore Frontiers modelled upon F ortean Tj,.mes ,.whos e  
phil·os')phy . and s pirit I s o  admire , and who s e  format and produc tion I s o  _envy • .Wf:lether 

· . this can be a_chieyecl depends '_upon. readers ' res 'pftns e and financiai �cons i·d�ra tions � 
Frontiers me-n and wohlen, we .' ve arrived . 

. . · . ,.. , ��+��+*+*+*+*+�::-+��+*+*+*-+:*+*+* 

List of' back nurnb.ers and ·prices ·available of ·rhe · Shaman , A . S  o & W . R .  ; . . and T errest rial 
.

, · 'Z·odia cs News letter .· . .  Also b ooks by Paul S cree ton , including The Laob ton Worm. S ome · 
s e c ond-hand books , too . Pleas e encl o s e  s tar.1ped-addres s ed envelope. Als o update of 
artic les bibliography a s socinted with The Linear Vis ion -� please enclos e two se cond­
clas s s tamps towards cost of postage and pho tocopying . 



2. 
SMITH'ci MYTHS AND B£YOND 

"THE BOOK OF NASTY LEGENDS" .£1 PAUL SMITH 
(Routledge & Kegan Pa�l, £3-95) 

-. . 
Modern folklore stories are fascinating to listeners and fundar.1entally the same as their 

predecessors over the centuries. They are usually cautionary tales, which are designed to 
teach and often also amuse. However, the narrative is so designed as not.tc let the "message" 
intrude directly. It has a timebcmb mechanism. Hence taboos and anxieties and other compon­
ents in society's rich tapestry are woven into harmless-seeming stories. 

The main difference between tt.e lore recorded in bucketfuls last century is that today oral . 
transmission must compete with the mediao Filills, TV, radio and the Press -- particularly the 
na�ional tabloids -- are vibrant with now legends. 

Yorkshiremen Paul Smith is · ·a collector of these '..lrban belief tales ( as they are generally 
known in folklore circles) ) whicr are also known as modern myths,·- bar��-oom taies, whale 
tumour stories and foaflore�for they a�·e told by a .frien:B. 2_f .!:. .friencif�---

Hundreds of such tales are forever circulating,� often wj.::th r·eal- o3ntemporaneous ·incidents 
trigg�ring · them -:4nto ·the _ma���:t;re.am of . �ran,smis!?ion. _ _  ·T,he Y.q:rkshire.)lipp_�p hl:lP,t led to a 
revival of a very old story of a hairy-handed' man disguised as a woman with weapon and 
associated writh a vehicle. In fact, it can be traced back to the nursey ·and back-again as 
Little Red (Wes.t ) Riding Hood. ·• · 

Often th,,, oral tales swapped oval." 3 pint in the pub- .,.are taken �eriously 1:iy ·the Press, where 
they are r" orted as "true'1 • Their currenc:Y thus incrEjases arid they are regarded as beyond 
doubt, de-sp te the adage that you should never believe what you .. read in newspapers. Just as 
print gives such tales som� spurious bona fide .ciaim

.
to authenticity, so to oake such tales 

more credible sounding there is asually an-: authority figure present •in the narrative: doctor,. 
poli?eman or vicar. · · 

Current ::?ituations, events and fads are used to-refuel old stories and .:..n new guise they 
will.b9V�.VS worrying about microwaves or warning against AIDS. The main themes of rumour 
tales focus on key r1uman activities: eating, transport, 4ealth, physical danger, occupation, 
sex, fertility, and :celigion. · 

. · 

What Smith's selection presents· is a cross-section of the major themes written·up concisely. 
He gives explanatory no_tes to some and there is a wealth of cartoons_to add to the light 
relief� For 'it is certainly tr�e that the 'transition from the convivial bonhomie of the ale 
house to ·cold print waters the votency of the tales. 

S1Ilith1s preface _ discusses types of t�le; their relevance, popularity and why we accept them 
as true; and-�here they are ·told and b�oadcast by. organs of the media. ·As well as being a 
permanent part of our �ulture, Smith notes the strength and flexibility of tradition • .  

So here's a gocd example of the r!lultifarious revenge varietyo 
"Reading through the newspaper one evening, Ray came across an advertiser.1ent 
for a two-year-old Jaguar car in fine ccndition for £1V. Shocked irito action 
he immediately phoned the number given and quer{ea! whether the ::_:)rice·was act­
ually £10. 'Oh yes! that's correct', said the lady who answered. 'Would you 
like to come round and see it?' 
u Five mim..i.tes.!. later Ray was standing i,n the lady's _drive ·1ookin_g at his ·dream 
car -- a practically mint codi tion Jag-uar and o�ly £10. 'Well,'' said Ray to· 
the lady, 'what really is wrong with it?' 'Nothing at all', .she replied, 'it�'s 
my way. of getting my own back on my husband. You see, two m�nths ago he ran 
off to Scotland with his secretary and last week he wrote to me to say he 
needed some money. As he didn't-want to deprive me,of anything, he suggested 
that the fairest thing would be to sell his Jaguar car and forward the money

. 

to him. So', she said, smiling sweetly, 'that's just what I�"m doing. 111 

Along siillilar lines was a story_ in the Sunday Express (18/11/84). I blushingly realized it 
had many points in common only after throwing away_ the P?per, so naQes and places are missing• 
But as I recall,·the couple involved had.been married for 17 years and the wife found on that 

. anniversary that after having worked her ··:nands to the bo�e to help 
.
her husband ,.s, business he 

had been playing around and left with his bit on the side for some Caribbean retreat. Her 
pay-off was to sell the communal-home· cheapish, accepting a quick sale, and then ;placing an 
advertisement in a paper· offering that SUiil for the return:of · her husband "DEAD. OR ALIVE.n 

( 



Now try .this one from Smith . 
. .  . . 

�. 

· li.A -r'�iend .of mine recently told me a .f?.tory concerning ·a youhg lad who.·:was 
takins his mot�orc:y··cl� · .. driving tes t  for the firs t ·time • . HE;3 h�d go!]-�_ ·through 
all the various s ections of the tes t  and was left with jus t  the emergency 
stop to ·· deL The examiner told him to drive round,. the block . s everal times and .. 
'said that he would step out into the road at  one point and the boy would have 

·to s top sharply · ·- the expectation:was that he would hnve to keep the motor­
cycle ,in a s traight line and upright . 
"Well, off round the block went the boy. However , he was delaye:d for a while 
as a delivery lorry was blocking the road .  As he turned the final. corner.to 
drive down to wh�re the driving examiner had been, he was surprised to see 
an ambulanc.e and the examiner b_e:i,._ng . placed on a s -tretcher . Wh.a t had · happene<fl­
was the examiner had made ·rather_ an error . He had stepped _ out·in front of 
t he wrong motorcycle and the drive� , not expecting this, _hac knocked him 
down." 

· 
· ·  

·Now this one from the Peter Tory diary in·The S tar ( 25/10/85 ) .  
"My friend Vfils on, a doting father , celbrated his daughter ' s  17th birthday by 
giving her a firs t profes s ional driving lesson . She s et  off with the instruc_tor 
in·a· s carlet Escort ·and · · juddred and shunted in the .direction of who.-knows 
· where� Minutes later a red Escort returned down the s ame road towards my proud 

chum who; joyfully-marking the event , jumped in front of the vehicle and mimed � 

great terror. The terror �uickly became the real thing . Wrong Es cort . Cra zy 
driver . Wildon dived over the edge with only a milisecond between him and. · . 
Eternity ." 

. .  

Tory ' s  column is one of my happy hunting, grounds for urban tal�s retold as �f truth . ·  
I am s ure Tory is  not s o  s tupid as not to generally recognise urban tales , but is jus t 
la�y,  as one . of pis .m�j or rivals claim�. 

L�s tly'from Smith an appea1ling one· of· embarras sment . 
"A young �o�ple were . pa-rked: in a Mini· on----the common one night doing a' §pot of 
coU±ting when all o'f a s udden the young man:, who thankfully happene-d -to · be  
underneath the girl' at  the time·, let · out a · scream� Thinking it wa s · ·a :cry of 
-passion, the· girl increased her exertions only to be met with. her boyfriend 
begging her to stop · -- he had s·lipJB d ·a disc .  

_ 

"Try as they would he could not s it upright s o  there he lay naked in the back 
of the Mini . In desperation the gfurl finally phoned..the ambulance s ervice. 
When they arrived they als o  attempted to ease ·his pain but nothing they could 
do :W.9_4d .. get him upright and out of the car • . In a .final attempt to free. the poor 
!1lan, the amb�ance.nie.n --c·a-iJe d the fire ·brigad·e which-- arrived with spe:..:c -ial cutting 
equipment . Before the panic-strick-en -g-irl :could s ay or do anything , the firemen 
had cut the top off the car and fre�d her lover . 
"At this point the girl broke down in tears and a frienoly :fireman reas sured 
her by s aying,  'Well, look on_ the· · bright side , a� leas t yoU.r boyfriend·' s now 
b-een released and is on his way · t? hospital . '  ' Yes ' , s he sobbed in . repJ.y, ' hut 
how will I explain . the s tate of tle car to my husband·? ' 11 . -

Now from The S un  ( 12/11/85 ) . 
��Louching firemen cut a teenager free from her boyfriend ' s  car after her 
finger got s tuck in the steering wheel . 
"Caron ( s ic)  Crew , 19 , of - Staple Hill, Bris tol , jammed her finger in a spoke 
of the sport�-type s teerins wheel after a night at the pub with Martyn Slew, 
of Downend , Bristol . 
"Cars on ( s i_c )  said : " I  was s o  embarrassed when the fire brigade arrived with 
lights and sirens -- everyone was peeping from their c\ri:'tains :.n 

If this is genuine it is an innocent version and one where real life mimicks �nvention . 
And s o  to pass  beyond S rr.�th ' s mysths . 
I a_ddi t.ion to urban belief tales , I want Folklore Frontiers to chronicle a wider 

s pectr_1lffi of folktales .. A number of readers of The S hanan have asked whn t area of" 
investigation will be involved . I would prefer not to set specific· limits; the contents 
of this is sue s .hould give a rough idea of what I want to see examined . 

S pecial areas include: 



fro 
Forteana:-- Convenient na�e for a broad spectrum of hnppenings on the fringe of human 

understanding, named after Charles Fort, who diligently collected oddities fro@ the oedia. 
Includes frog falls, avian nbductions, entombed toads, S�C, stigontn, oystery hums, out 
of place animals, and so on� Sooe folklorists fail to distinguish between ubts (urban 
belief tales) and Fortean events. The celebrated organ Fortean Times well testifies to 
the interface with more pure ubtso 

Paranormal lore:-- Would include such Forteann as the "Jesus Egg That Wept" tale of 
child's decorated Enster egg of Chris which had tears (i.e. religious relic belief 
system from Herod's Dead Innocents being sold and bits of the Cross to Turm� Shroud and 
St Januarius' blood liquefying today). Also curse of "crying boy" paintines. However, 
true all this may be, there are elements of paranormal nnd also comparative events from 
the past. 

Me�a obsessions:-- These are instances of old beliefs beinG peproduced with only 
minor change. Such as the baby-making artifac_t story beloved o(, tpe media (group of 
women all pregnant, so is it office cushion, certain chatr, pub.' s brew, etc. ) ., Tbere are 
also mundane repented i terns -- usually frllle.rs. -- maybe by · �epeti tio·n a little sUspicious. 
Collectable. ns nay have echo·fron older �eraion of fairytale/folklore. Examples. would be 
pet's ordeal (cat or such taken on long dangerous journ�y under vehicle bonnet

. 'or'· caught 
in maching like spindrier) or surprise such ns fish_coming out of tap. · 

· 

Conspiracy theories:-- These runge from how modern revolutionary movements are·mani­
pulated by ancient occult groups (Templars, Mnsons, Illumlnati, Priory of Sion), 
through governnent cover-ups on ufos, to how_ one huge vv.Ei.rehouse ·and owner in Watford 
�upplies and owns all U.K. Asian shops Q Such theo.ries be

.
ar little relationship to con­

sensus ideas of world event.s ,- but can as· rumours' cause. so'cial panics 'and as .such ara of 
folkloric importance. 

Hoaxes:-- Believed April Fools, collections of "valueless" artifacts (cigarette or 
crisp packRts·) for non-existent charity ar.e .. .c..ollectable as examples . of gullibility :and 
foolishnf'!s s by hinds'iglit -- a major folklor�c motif. 

Jokes:--:- l'he media -- and orally -- 0ften ·has jokes as purporting a truthfUl· :happen­
ing • . r have seen in print the following regarding Mrs Thatcher 'and told (and believed) 

� ' 
in my. offi.ce about Tommy Docherty. _Allegedly the famous one is with guests in a restau-
rant and _the: waiter asks what _s.:q.e/he wants, ·followed by the Query, "Vegetables?", to 
which the _famous one's reply i� i. "They'll have the sani_e ·.as me. n 

These categories are only given as suggestions and the boundaries could be 'inexhaust­
ibl�., What of dirty jokes? ��fiti? Far be it for me to lay down the loreo 

TRIPPING YARNS : FOLKLOEE, FOAFLORE & LEG-END IN· THE DRUG SUB-CULTURE 

.£y ANDY ROBERTS 

Since the early 1960s there has. · been, both in Britain and, the. U .. S .A .. , a continuous 
drug sub-culture with its own slang,_ dress and customs, all of-which serve to separate 
it from the mainstream of society .. As woul.d be expected, it has aiso produced its own 
brand of folklore •. This.·is particularly interesting as it is a specialized area in which 
it should be· ·possibJ_e to· follow the riq_�- · and development. of this new genre of folklore. 

Due to the. nature of the ... d�'ug world, where people are· olf:i'ten transient and the full names 
or identities of people often never knovip, stories, and in particular "friend of a 
friend" stories, arise easily a·nd nre soon. spreade This ar·ticle deals mainly with tales 
circulating in the "psychedelic" drug sub-culture, oollected ove:t.· a number of years, 
both "in the field11 and from numerous �ooks and magazines. 

The tales collected so far can: be. divided roughly into seven major themes. hn exa�le 
of each is given below, together ·with.. a commentary on .possible mec;i:t:J.ing, etco 

1) Nostalgia: The Aci�. in the. Fridge. 

"I once heard of a guy, an old acid-head, who had saved a few hundred. dose.s' of · · · 
California Sunshine in his ·fridge o He's .saving it for . when he gets ol.de" •• . 

. ·• . ;a! • .• . .  

Variations on.this tale abound, but the acid (LSD) mehtioned is always a we11:..:1rn.own 
variety frolll yenrs ago; the implication being that· the old -stuff is� the bes·.t. S'h6rtly 

.... 
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after the t"ftpera tion Julie LSD raid a few year s ago , this tale wa s fre quently changed to 
include the name of the I.SD chemis t Kemp. The na me of Ows ley ,  the inf'amous U.S .. LSD-maker 
is als o . ·6ften �s ed in this tale. 

2 )  Al.terna te fjighs : Bap�na S kins • . : 

"If you take a few pounds of b ananas , s kin them and th�n dry the-w�ite pith , you will 
be lef-t- with a · s ubstanc� which you can s moke ·· and get le gal�y and cheaply high.'' 

Tris is probably the mos t well-knowp drug tale . It als? has. its roots in s ome reality' 
8.; many peopl.e ha7e· tried it . It · reflects the drug-us er ' s inte.rest in and s enr.ch� ·for ·a· 
S-�bs tance which will get them high legally , . thereby getting one over On the· sys tem� 
.. -i) Cautionary Tales ·: The Witches ' Coven . 

\,. .. ' ... . 

"A friend of a- friend who has been taking LSD ana dabbling · with the· o c cul·t _for a: 
number of years is invited to a witches '  coven . Thinking it will - be a wild nlgh.t he 
' dropf3 a c-ouple of' tabs 1 and goes . He is . n�ver s een aga in . "  

0 
Variations ·on this tale include the date being orr-Hallowe ' en and the event being a 

S a tanic orgy . The rrie s s age··rs cl'ea'i· __ :._ don ' -t mes s with the o ccult , particularly whils t 
high . This tale first appear�·d ac cording to an informant in the very early .Seventies , . at.­
a t'ime when the oc cult and. mys tic ism were w�ll linked. I t  could: also have a s  .· ·its s ource 
(:possibly true) s ome· o·f the · s torie s emanating from the. .. Manson Famil.y ·. 

4) Bad Trips : Sun S taring. 
" S -ix s tudents from an Amer�can univers ity were totally and permanently blinded by s tar­

ing at the s ub  after takipg LSD .. They have s ince undergone rehabili ta_tion · treatment�" 
• I 

' '. • 

·This s tory received va s t  media c overage and was la ter admitte d a s  b eing a· -hoax created 
by a D r  Yoder who s pread it due to his concern about the mis us e of drugs .. This· admi tt- ·.· 
anc e  'did not prevent it · being told and it is s till popular· wi th the media wheneve� an LSD 
s care i s  on . S imilar " horror" s tories about chromos ome and brain cell damag�- abound . 

i) Chos -en Generation: The B omb and E . T. 
" People· who are s toned on LSD are res i s "t!ant to ra diatio�.- pois oning_ and will be the· only 

ones to s-urvive nuclear war . "  
" LsD was not invented by human beings but the f:)rmula was g'iven to ·Hoffmanby a n  ·extra­

terres trial he was in c onta c t  with . "  
Both.'thes e elitist or cho s en genera tion tales imply there i s  s omething s pe c ial about 

the drug · · in 'question:·which -sets ·the us ers apeEt . The c oncern with nuclear war and extra­
terres trial forms of· lifle bhve been· two of the ·mos t· potent symhols of the psychedelic 
generation . S ee T imothy Leary's re cent S tars eed nons ens e  for a good_example. 

6 )  Es tablis hment on Our S ide: Acapul c o  Gold . 
" Many U.S .. toba cco companies have the trade name s Acapulco Gold and others · pa tented in 

readine s s  for maritJuana being legalis ed . They are a1s.n us ing .their. corporate muScle dm 
C ongres s to achieve le galisation, fund�ng medial res e�rch , �;tc . " · 

1l popular tale s inc e the S ixties which ha s been the. ins piration for a·t" le ast one book 
and numerous maga z ine article s . The :hope that one · day a ·government will legalis e marij uana 

is dear to a druggy1s hear t; this tale embodying that yearningo 
7) R obin Hood: D rug Takers Have S�ruple� T;o. 
"A drug dealer in another town whom no one likes because he cuts his s tuff , gives 

s hort deal s , e tc� · :, has the table s turned on him by a friend of a friend . ·The dealer is 
followed home from the b ig c onne c tion a nd at a s e cluded s po t  he is accos te d by the " fri­
end" , · _vrho tell s him he is -a pla in . . clo thes drug s quad · officer • . The dealer is s earched.' and 
relieved of the· . drugs · . " .

. 
· · · · 

In s mile variations the dealer is warried from dealing ·.again or next time he might no-t . , 
be s o  lucky and in o thers the drugs are redis tributed fre e  or very cheaply. Other tales 
( pos s ibly true ) of people being stoppe d by poice who . then let them go al though they are 
in pos�es s ion may be rela ted to this tale . The ·s imtl?r.i tie s . be tween- taking from the " bad 

,sherrif" and giving to the needy are obvious . · 

. . I. 

The ab ove tale s are j us t  a s mall s elec tion from the rtiany I have colle cted. . Many · .· . · 
others exis t �nd the variations on each theme are too . n,umerotl.S to de tail. . ., 



Some current tales are very recent in orlgln. For instance, the psylocibe mushroom, 
which has enjoyed great popularity over the past ten years, has at least three belief 
tales attached to it. The first is that the potency of the mushroom is in�reaed the higher 
and more remote the picking site. The second concerns the picking of the fungi at sacred 
sites. and the resultant increaAe or difference in potency. And the third argues that the 
psylocibe mushroom has only recently begun to manifest its hallucinoge'1ic qua4ti��' as . 
·if the current wave · of fungi fanciers were somehow chosen or honoured. These tales are . · 
blatantly untrue but make excellent retelling. 

Variation on pre-existing non-drug tales exist too. It . is r�oured· that so much_mari­
juana has been flushed into .the sewers of New York as a resUlt · · a:r polfce raids .. ; · -'that an 
all-white highly potent strain of pot is growing �'1checked in the sewers. This is clearly 
an extension o"f the alligators in the sewers tale common a decade 'or two ago. 

i)�··Jh.� wl)ol� thes-� tal:�� � a:r.� jU:s_t ·a form ·o(_:nocc.upational" folklore, gossip for th� 
occasional.bore� stoned mom�nt, reflecting the general hopes, humour, fears and anxieti�s 
of the· drug culture, just ns the. more conventionnl nkentucky fried rat" stories do for ,\he 
rest of society& On a dee.per level, however, they serve· to reinforce a culture wh�ch is 
denigrated from _ Jl.�l sides; the law, the family, iied.:lca_f __ e.

stabifshment, ·etc� -By gl.mno�.:· 
ising the drug eff�cts and exaggerating other aspe·cts of the cuiture, the tales all help 
to support an unspoken idea that in some spectal way drug users are apart from and possiply 
superior to the rest of society. 

· 

On a. mo�E? .P-��s.?n?+ levt:Jl,_ the conf'erring of status is a probable reason for some of 
th�s'e .. tales being__ told." _If · you.' cpn convince s o�eo:rie, particularly a yo�g and impress­
io��bie adherent to the drug scene,· that. you

.
�ow of .so�eone who has some vintage LSD or 

that 
.. you mix with the sort of ·person who attenns ·witches'' sabbats, the1 ... it is a -pretty safe 

bet that you will be' elevated in theor estimation. Similarly the ability to tell ·a: · good · 

tale is as valued: in the drug culture as anywhere else. .. 
Obviously this area of folklore is still developing anu new areas are appearing all the 

time· • .  What tales for instance will the ongoing heroin problem produce? Or the glue-sniffing 
era��?, ,There is great sc�pe. here for the gathering of folklore in the m?king. Also with 
the __ .�s.tablishment. of long-te:r:Jiill drug-using comEiuni tie,s in Ireland, Scotland and West Wales, 
together wi:th . itl.nerant "tr_ihes" .S�ch as the P:ea,ce Convoy, we pay see the tales becoiJing. 
more s true turea. ·and longer . •  

· . ·· 

.. . 
If anyone has heard any drug tales or has any comBent on the substance of this 

article, I would be cnly too pleased to hear from 'then. Gh, and by the. way,.if you do.�ind 
the guy with the California Sunshine in his fridge, ·I'd love to know. 

References. and sources: 
The many drug users I have met.·· 
"Smokestanck El Ropo' s Fireside Reader." 
"Playpower" by Richard Neville. 
'rThe 'Vanishing Hitchhiker" by Jan · Ha.rold Brunvand. 
Copies . . ;�r �; . IT , Rolling Stone, Fapto ,�· Ink. 

MORE LOW DQWN . . ON HIGHS 
_Qx PAUL SC�ETON 

These are basically a few obs-ervations to amplify Andy Roberts' round-up. 
Firstly, observant read�rs ·�hy recall oy comoents rece�tly on Sharon C9le claiming she 

could judge the expected eff.e6't of given nushrooos by t:qe ·quality: of the place they grew. (1) 
I then took this at face ·vnlue, but expanding on psylocibe r.nishro.oms, Andy tells me not 
only does quality c1epend on the ,, vibes11 of the site, but this is. also r�flected in the 
price charged. ·- ·- ·-::- · 

I recall disc-jockey Brian Matthew confessing to having tried soaking _dried s�rapings 
from the in�ide of banana skinfD ·(during if IJemory serves I!le right � 11Your Top Ten" records 
show with guest Suzi Quatro, whenplaying }.,onovan's "Mellow Yellow" -- the song as.sooiated 
with this popular Sixties fad). 

ns-ome experts believe tha.t c.ombustion converts sooe of the banana's cheoistry into 
bufotenine (a .DMT-like che1:1ical)", but it takes .. several joints even to get a Dild buzz. 

f >o • .f • I o ••� , . 
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The author here also nentions in sio{iar vein Jackson illusion pepper as a hoax or 
dubiously effective legal high. (2). 

w 7. 

--··· Andy' s point six has even been raised in that august -bastion of the.. Establ�shr.lent New 
Scientis·t. The article clair.md cryptically: 11Seyeral tobaico 6ompanies plan to _incor­
porate narijuana in their products if and when it is legalised. But, contrary to�popular 
opinion,. there are no trndenark registrations on the cl;loicest r.1arijuana trade nanes, · 

such as Acapulco Gold.11 New Musical Express added: "This is not for want of trying,· it 
appears, but the British Tradenarks Registry has flatly refused to consider any applicat­
ions in advance until the law changes, when they wLll be issued on a first ,come first 

_served b�sis.h (�) 
·'· .i:Ls for I1..ndj's point four, .John Sladek repeats this s_tory and concludes: · "Eventually it 
was traced to a university he'al th official·, who, after · adn"i tting it was unt:r-ue, ·commit­
ted h"imsetf' to .a mental hospital. One or two nE-wspapers even bothered to retract tre 
·story." ·(4) · · But did

. 
he really commit hinself? .. Anyway,. tl).,e S�day 

T�mes, of January 21 , 1968 , . gave. great prominence to the original report� When "it was 
revealed that it had been fabricated, Dr Yoder, of the Pennsylvania Institute for the 
Blind, said: "I invented· this story because of rJY concern about the. illegal use of LSD 
and other d.:rugs." )Iowever, apart from one colUrJn in.ch in The Times, of January 25 , the 
U.K. natio_ru�l Press chose to ignore this deni�l. Dr Yoder, who is ·himself blind,- was 
described by the health authorities as beiri�-

".-sick" a"iid "·unwell." 
Earlier this .story in ·its lurid form had appeared with the sensational hea_dline "LSD 

Boys Blinded'' (4B) In response, it "lfrurnished one concrete example. _that evolC�s. f�esh 
thoughts about the Aenstrian phone callers", wrote Warmir�ster .ex.:...ne•spaperma�· and author 
of ufQ book� Arthur Shuttl�wood. Who, the reader nay ask, are these Aens trian it' s:...for­
yo�oqs the hard-headed jolirnalist is referring to. They were spa�e visitors.from:a planet 

in outer space and they had telephoned him warning of the dangers of drug-taking 3!ld 
peddling, stressed by their queen, Traell.ison. ( 4C) _. 

: · 
· ··· · . 

Sladek _ also mentions as rumour th� nfarJiliar I-can-Fiyi story �nd that was resurrected 
recently by the · infamous Peter·_ Tory-�· Here it is in full, with paragraphs run on. 

".&horrifying tale reaches this column from one of London's rJore raffish 
hotels -- it is in Notting Hill to be exact -- which is much favoured by 
pop persons. A friend of ours whose hous� is next to the hotel recalls 
the following. On heari11:g a fearful crashing around and a iow moan she·_,: 
went. ou:t.side to. see a 11;aked man, arms and leg·s hither and-. thither, c�ught 
up in the top branche-s of ·

a sturdy holly tre'e. Both the tree·· and the man 
appeared to have suffered some considerable injury. The lady then heard 
an indign�nt voice. Looking up she saw yet another naked �ale figure on 
the hotel s,second floor balcony. He was shouting to his prostrate.friend 
in a furious lisp: ttsee, I told you, you· couldn't fly'." ( 5 )  

· 

The previous day anoth�r lurid page lead was headlined "Junky. (sic.) Tvan Se.l:Ls· Boots for I 
Heroin", where it was alleged Pakistani intelligence forces had found Soviet troopa 

selling their boots to feed their drug habit. ( 6) . · · 
· 

. . 

Another dubious tabloid scare story he-adlined "Peril of the LSD Cartoon Stamps" manages 
to create ·a heady brew of· health peril, youth corruption/initia'tion·, supernatural flight, 
extraterrestrials, hero worship, patriotism, .. mis-taken ide_ntity, authority f:Lg'lire,_ a·nd 
finance. Stamps with ·cartoon iharacters such. as Superman, ET, or Union Jack or S t·ars and 
Stripes were being sold in London impregnated with LSD, according to a po.lice·chief, and 
"a youngster could throw himself under a bus or off a building after taking ·this drug." 
(7) With _such a vivid and lurid typewriter, Joe Clancy could well end up. usurping Tory's 
gig as Star diarist. 

References·.: 
(1) Screeton, Paul, "The Wizard of Stanley" Part 2, The Shnman, No. 9 ,  19_85. 
(aq Superweed, Mary Jane; "Herbal Highs", Unicorn, 1970. 
(5) N.M.Ei·, July ?, 1981 . . 
(4) Sladek, John, "The New Apoc.rypha", ·Panther, 1�78. . (4B) The People, Jail. 14, 1968. 
(4C) Shuttlewood, Arthur,: l"UFO Magic ·in Motion", Sphere, 1979. 
(5 ) The Star, Oct. 25, 1985 . · 
( 6 )  The Mirror, Oct. 22, 1985 . 
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COKELORE 
.E.;y: PAUL SCREETON ;_,;· 

As demonologists well know, the Devil was h�hind the pit s·trike .. It was straightfor­
wardly a struggle -betwe�n g�od and evil,an. �here's an authority figure in this arrest-

� . . . .ing scenario. · 

Police Insper-tor Malcolm1Biggin blamed Satan for violence on the miners' picket lines 
and saia··he "raised up Arthur Scargill to wreak havoc." 

Insp. Biggin., based at Sutton Goldfield, -'We.st Midlands; said he and other Christian . 
policemen witnessed pickets who were "demon�:."'Pos S'3S se<t�t� ·With evangelical fervour he· 
added: "There may be a flesh and blood '-Onflict at times but behind it lies·a spiritual 
conflict rather than an indi.ustrial or even political onee" 
. He said that when. he. was anio�g 90 frightened.. p�licemen; trapped by 1,500·'pickets at 

Org_reave eating . �v.o:rks, he walked . away from the front line
. 

and prayed for God to intervene .. 
-:-· ... -I'--:-.··-·· "After the :prayers went up the mood changed, n he said. ( 1) 

. But was King A!'thur really a tool of the Pri�ce·· of Darkness7 
We·are.-'all'mortala�.-a.nd.tn times of crisis leaders come to the fore. Wars, _pol;itical 

turbUlenc� and e'conornic crisis create situations which generate p'eopJ.e. who for ? whii� 
take on the heroic mantle. People get 'jittery whe.n there is inflation or rising nn,e.mi?::­
loyment and look for saviours. Such periods can produce an Arnin or J .. F. Kennedy, a Hitler 
or a ChU+chill. Equally, after. the last war _the �lpto_rate ga7e Churchill 'a different 
sort of V sign ana_. J ._]' .. Ke. go� tl}.e bullet, literally. . . . 

A� a leader Scargill saw himself as · a saviour figure, b-q._t !leither he .nor his supporters 
could w:·alk on water.• Now even his own miners· are creatt.ng:. a breakaway union to rival his 
defeated National Union· of Mineworkers. 

Politics aside, my interest in Scar gill is as· a folkloric figure. He and his s:trike: 
generated a rich vein of folktales for the student of-urban mythology. In fact, not 
since the period before Peter .Sutcliffe.· was caught, · tried and jailed, has contemporary 
folklore study received so much data to analyse .. It really is an irony of life ·that 
Scargill comes from the Yorkshire R�pper's county • .  

During Scar gill's dispute this v1ri ter was involved in a union/ management ahowdown at 
gis pl..ace of employment- for three months. J'l.s- ·a non-union journalist I worked while the 
majority of my -colleagues. withdrew their labour .. In fact, this article is an adaptation 
of a piece I wrote· during these disputes.e ( 2) 

The Mail, whos� circLLlation area ·covered the cornmunit:Les'of·Horden and Easington with 
their working pits, had not been seen as a champion of the N.U.Ma cause. ·In fact, one 
photographer had been pelted:with missiles by picket's anQ. the editor called something 
unprintable here. So it came as sorEething of D. surprise to hear of t·alk about miners 
joining striking journalists to create a massive picket outside the Mail offices on the 
first day of the National Union of Journalists' strike. No such comradely brotherliness 
manifested and, in fact, when rain began falling the hacks disappeared. '�hey only pick­
eted once more anyway. Hardly the auff of which heroes and martyrs are made or which 
would create myths along the lines of Russian tr�ops marching with snow still on their 
boots or Germans of _yesteryear with babies' hea4s impale� on bayonets. �uoh stories do 

- �  circulate during a war. Where every boarding achool ha�, a,.spy signalling to ·the enemy 
. . 

. . ' ·  . a.t n1gh t. L1ke : 
"At Wellesley preparatory school in Broadstairs it became obvious to the pupils 
tha·t their Lat:in' master was a German spy. · He bore a pecmliar resemblance to an 
obnoxious gauleiter depicted in The Hotspur, and a skin ailment had giv�n his 
face the colour and texture of pu�ty. It was therefore assumed that he-was wear­
ing a mask. Littl� Heathcote Williams, future poet and playwright, took on the 
task of' exposing him. During Latin class he. rose from his desk, ran up :to· the . 
master and began scrabbling at his f�ce$ Even as he did·�o� the absurdity of the 
.who1.e th�ng became suddenly �pparent to him, but it was �oo late to tu:t?.!f ___ back. 
The rest of· the ·clas:s urg�d; him on w� th cries- of 'Spyl' until the master lost 
his nerve and bolted for.the door. The headmaster was unable. to make sense of 
what had happened so no one was punished. '1 (15) 

The s.py mania of World War II was only one minor aspect of conspiracy the.o;r-i.��ng. 
·. ··· 



Na turally it appeared dmring the pits s trike . A c olumni s t  mocke d  mocked Mr T erry 
Ranks.� " loony Left" M . P . for Newham , for reporting tha t the Nat ional C oal Buard was 
s ending in cardb oard.. cut-outs of miners to dis hearted picke ts . All very · rG:Inin4.s cent of 
alleged cardb oarq!. '.ta nks s uppos edly pla � e d  by the. S oviet bloc along bord�:rs-·· · tio · worry 
NA.TO .  But the tabloid 's cribe als o brings the Iron Curtain down with : " Mea:qwhile , vent­
ril o quis ts ' dolls of Iari· MacGregor ( operated by Maggie Tha t cher ) and Arthur S cargill . -
( with the s trings · p-u.lle·d in the ·Kremlin) could ge t on . . . .. . .  " ( 3 )  

9. 

Le s s  ·frivolous· cl�itns ' were tha t :oembers of the Arr.J.e d .. Forces were - ma s quera ding a s  police 0 
officers . Or tha t police officers haq infiltrated the miners on picke t  duty. 

� - A ·Labour M . P . apparently believed this was going l n  and tabl�d a C ommons que s tion . · 
Marttn .Redmond , M·� P . for �D on .�Valley , had received a claim from one of his c ons ti�uents 
tha t a pho tograph puhlis hed fn the D aily Mirror and Guardian. s howe d a policeman at 
C orto�wood c olliery �?o wa s a military pers on . 
-. S outh Yorks hire Chief Cons table Peter _ W:i-J..ght invit'ed P . C .  B ob Yate s . to a mee ting of 

S outh Yorks hire Police C ommittee in Barns ley to s co tch rumours tha t military polic.e were 
being_ �s ed on picke t  lines . 

Bem�s ed B ob s ai d :. " I  was s taggered by it all . I have never been a s oldier and re ver 
wanted to be . This was a c a s e  of mis taken identity . " 

;p. c .  Ya te� was. pic tured on November 23 , 1984 , carrying a crate of petro!b bomb s , a nd 
a dded : " I  s uppos e this s ort of thing can happen .  I have never s een the man whom they 
claim_ed was · in . the pi c ture . " · 

I ' • o. • 

S o  who was he s uppos ed to be? S omeone called T'ony Allen, a lance �orporaJL and military 
policemen s tatione d in Berlin, who ha d been bes t ma n at ' the wedding- of Brian Walsh; 

· · tenants 1 liais on officer for - Doncas ter C ouncil -- the complainan t ._ 
. The chief cons table had pro duced the ·officer t o  pour c old wa ter on the __ nfrus trating 

and dainaging as pe .e ts ·which · have circu'J,.a ted over the pas.t nine months . I am happy to 
p�o duce him s o  ' tha t meiJbers can s ee t:hat the arme d :forces. are no t being us·e ct . " (4} 

. 
. .. . . .. - · · , . . . 

The mus i c  maga z ine New Mus i cal E xpres s. looked a t  the pits disput e in · January and its 
oddly-named corre s ponden� X. -Moore revealed a t o tal lack of balanc e ,  partic �larly when 
he s ta te d : " More dis turbing is evide nC\ e of troops being us ed to police - the s trike , c on-
trary to Cabine t  Minis ters claiming otherwis e . "  (5) · 

A man in Armtnorpe , near D oncas ter , had told j ournalis ts : "Vife ' ve ha d police in the 
vil-lage · during the rio t ,addres sing ano ther offioer a s  c orporal • • •  .A man s aw his own s on 
who _ was s uppos ed.  to be . in Northern Ireland , a bloke s aw his hrother who was s uppo s e� to 
be·' o'p duty in Germany :. ··� • •  " And s o  on o " I t were like an S .A . S .  opera tion . "  Well , why 
s houldn ' t. the police be effic ient? 

E qually damning beini� the quo te tha t � · " You can always tell a picket· ' s; not . a miner when 
he gets The S un- out of; his pocke t  and s tarts to read i t . "  D o  all miners · then read only 
news papers which are ide ologically pure ? 

Yet it ;is . a s a d  fa c t .  ·of indils triai- dis putes· ' tha t s uch s torie s are believed and. q_;ircul­
a ted . Reas on flies out 6i the window . Any highly-charge d s itua t�on is ripe for . rumour 

. � and it become rife • 

. . 
Mis informa tion is a key fac tor in s prea ding anxiety and modern technology ha s come to 

the aid of rumour trans mis s ion . A typical cas e  is an alleged aopy of a letter purpor ting 
to have been from the D oncas ter N . C . B .  headquarters to working min�rs warning them that 
the B oard c ould no t guarantee their s afety when the s trike ends . Labour Herqld published 
it as genuine when the N o C . B o knew i t  was a forgery and by ignoring the firs t principle 

. of j ournalism tha t news paper ha d egg all over its typefa c e . ( 6 )  
RUm.ours corn� in al;l s hapes and forms and The Mail ,  Hartlepool , no t'e·� on November 27 , 

1984 , tha t Eas ington N . Ue M . Lodge officials were claiming to be vi c tims of a s mear 
·campaign . " Malicious rumours , "  s aid Alan Cummings , lodge s ecretary and. . als o a member of 
D prham Miners ' Area Executive , " were going around tha� lodge offi-cials� a:t,. Eas ington and 
o:Cner p_its· ha d re ceived s i:oc months ' wages in advanc e .of the s trike . " ( 7 )  · 

�d s o  to Arthur S c argill hims elf . 
The D aily S tar rec ognis ed the dubiousne s s  with " s o the legend goes" before s ta ting 

tha t in 1972 S cargill laid s iege to the Peterborough ga sworks . Agter ten days Arthur 



1_0 . 
br�gged that no� a s ingle coal lorry had pas sed . Hardly· s urprisihg -- the town was on 
North S ea gas .: ( 8) 

Then a Guardian colwnnis t found another myth . " The la tes t -- no , hones tly, it ' s  true - - ­

is that Mr S cargill ' had gas .central heating ins talled once deliverie·s of anthracite dried 
up . J'io , · really. Cross  my heart . " (9) In fact ,  his.: sma�l bungalow,  which he bought 18 
yea�s· a�o . ·as i ' pitm�n ·for £3 , 50o , . ·has coal-fired ce�trai· heatin� . 

. . 

He told the Daily S tar  in 1,980 : " I ' m s upposed td - live in a s teatc;;.ly home S J.:rrounded by'. : 
a __ moat and s et in fabulous · grounds ; to own a s tring. of racehors es , and .·take my holidays . · 

in Cuba . S adly, far more people· read dreadful things about me than meet  me and it ' s  
ama zing. the rumours that spring up as a result e"  ( i_n )  · . 

St_illJP :t,te is s upposed tq. have a porj;rait of C uban Marxis t hern Che Guevara in his · front 
hall . And ·another ac'count ha�-1 him · having built for him. a · £7I , OOO· · b:ou.s e  at the N �Ue M . ' s ; 
expense ,  with 'electrified fenc.e::: ��8; - .guard dogs .. 

· · . 
· · · 

-· · ••• • • • - • - #• 

T�lking of homes , in 1984 the moorlands arourtd Whi tby· were rife with . . rumours that· . Ki:iig:· 
A_rthur w_as. looking to s et up a. ·pt?rs on.al Camelot in either Grosmont ,� @-oathland, Cas tleton 
or Great Aytori 0 

• L . ; ;. .- • . ,. . 

. 

E� tate agent �on Lockett was quoted a s  s aying he had heard tales· of " people refusi:qg. _to 
buy a hous e i1/ certain area for fear S car gill was als o movi.ng in . "  He a�ded tha t there 
was no way he would deal with him evel} if . m� ant los ing a s ale . ( 11) 

· . 

. ·  

A:h N. U . M . Pres s officer s aid the · reports. s·ounded " like .complete fab�ication" to her . 
But wha t· of his car? One rumour s tates · the C zech · government gives · him a new S koday every 

y�ar . Why bother? His predeces s nr Joe Gnrmley managed with a 3-litre c3r but S cargill · 

d�inanded and g�:)t a 4 ... 2 litre white Jaguar . 
And back to thos e hors es . " My s ecre tary went to Pontef�act  Races and a man s aid to her , 

"Arthur S ca�gill ' s  hors e is running ·in .t .. ' next race . "  . +  

Or ; o  he told Anthony Bailey o.f The Obs erver . (12) And Bailey wis ely noted : " The slight 
air 0f s elf�cnngrat�lation �ith whiqh he told these  ·tales was not offputting , though i� . 
gave the impre3 s ion that he not only collected them but might invent s 0me himself . " . 

To  which S cargill aQ.ded : " If I have more tha·n O.!W.' .l�ger s ome en�_ . _.will· say, ' Look, there ' s  
Arthur S cargill getting drunk ' . " 

S ome may say he ' s heen drunk with power _�� ·but th�re can be no doubting that he is sure. 
to always keep . a clear head for negotiations . · · · · · ·� 

Two items in Peter '] Gry ' s DaiD.ly Mirro:t; gos sip page in February , 1985, are of interes·t , 
Firs tly T ory 3agely mis trus ted · the claim that mains-supplied clocks throughout Britatn 

were los ing up to 15 seconds during the day and were making up _ tbe difference at night' � 
The technicalitie� are complex, he wrote , but the Central . Electricity Generating Board . · 
was economizing on coai . Even he admitted that had this been April _ 1 he would have beeri 
suspicious , but trus ted New S cientis t tn be res pectable and accura te . (13) 

. .  f)
.
�condly enter N . C . B . chairman Ian MacGregor -- •r rather not . Peter Tdry noted t;t'le old 

adversary ' s media s ilenence at the time and noted that a � TV  link pers on had recently 
announced brightly : ''An.d now for the view of C oal Board chairmcr. Mi cha el Eaton . " (14) 

At leas t my miner friend Malcolm Fos ter had no illus ions . Yes , the .. pi-t would shut .. . Boo t 
But there ' d be a bigg.er , better one . ·Hurrah l He . really . believed wha t he had been told tha t 
when the County Dur\am urtders ea I!line· at  Harden clos e s  a h.igh-speed train wo'ula be l'aid on 
to ferry the pitmen to and bn ck from the .S elby s�p�r�i't in North Yorkshire . 
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A· FRIEND of a frrend · 
bought a potted yueca 
plant to decorate her 
living-room. ·� · 

. ..,..,.. . 
When she watered it the 

plant made" 
.
hissing and 

·squeaking noises . She 
assumed it w a5  simply the 
air · escaping through the 
p()rous dried · earth in the 
pot. . 

. 
�� days �ter. when 

she , watered ,it again, 
not only . did. _she hear 
r.ene-we� . -�queaklng·, 
but the . earth around 
t1i'e · roots' ' b e gan .:.tb � 
heave.

·· .�- · · .: ., _.._,. _ :  
Iil alarm · I she c.lled · the 

f l o r t s C  w h e re s h e  h a d· 
purehaae·d th�-- �la�lt· ·and 
demanded that a tJlember of 
•tatt· .. �--� - tt bap)[ • . 

The flodat am� summe(L 
· the: sitU&u'�t� d called 

•>;li�m�rlZOOA '����·; ::�d re-
. 

the plant. 
a:. 

this .our 
Indian summer ·�uU� revived 
the nnnCJt:U".evenr-4·: .-:. · :·. · 

T h e_ 1 tc fr y -·b a · b.e e n  
circulating throughoUt Bri­
tain � ,ear-. 'fhe � 
always _ vague with the s� 
ryteller ln.s1stlng tt ls an trUe 
and happened to a friend of a 
frtendoftheirs. ':.. 

Well, not quite. The 
alive and well and wati­
located tnHigh WyCOll'lbe. 
- In :the last· 
tember the 
Midweek 

Media Interest has been 
keen and the earltest re­
telllpg woY!_d seem to have 
been 11! the �unday Express, 
where.. a qn_ogne resident,· 
K1:a Suzanne Zlngler; had �e 
�leaaant oc�upants 1n her 

po�palm.:·- � \ :  -

claimed': tl ••acttu�r.f�� 
pened" to a -,��OJ�[�� 

bought a yucca �����nior�t�.Uy 

;Jl�- �"' .. ·:i...�· 
. · . 

. 

.
-

. : � 1 �:-.. r �-� 

. --�� 
. · 

:· .. 
·. - . . 

. . . 

Street branch. '111e ne�.vstNl·':� W·· 
per did not name the 
or check out the story wltti . 
the store manager. Rivals the · 
Wycon:tbe and South Bucks 
Star contacted the manager, 
Tony Tumer, who 'Wd: "Oh 
no, not that one again. ntere 

The Guardian -�ted (o ls no foundation .iD the story. 
defuse 1he atoq· on Apl'il 19, It Is just one of those. �ea m«Uscri.mlina 
citing Marks a,nd Spencer thatgetsspread.around�.'". ·[..· · .  

stores .aa . the vendon . of M:a�-� -tr--ot---'tbe; .�­
yuccas wt� · <tea� . . eld�l,,l -pa;rtmlent : �f',:th.- 14.�. • · S, · 
Pe ople h�d , bo Qre� . b�· � 

, _: ·aa¥4.: � ���"!!.?.11'e�g­lo'Cl��<:-���Mttl"l beyond a· jOkttt N�- ��:ve got \\tl!U•Ild•,t;�ror• an offlclal 'compliWit " trom 
h e I r i s h  M i. !J t ry ,o f  

110meeme 
Dtiblln clalms one of our -

people otteioecl a woman ·uoo 
to keep lt quiet. " :; Which · · lt-��:�.C:t\'.�*'!�· actually sounds suspicious 

� ���!��������:!� itseH. 
I Often Ke-.,v GardenS - and 

not a zoo· - ls quoted as the 
scene tot the revelation of the 

are other second , 
. among oral traditiO� �· 
common Is the ontt _ 

sometimes occurs': 
discussing hoUdays _ _  , 

. abroad when a friend W1ll tell 
.;eidelnti:Yl ;�w a friend returned with 

strange lumps on arms 
face. Upon scratchtng.one 

t;'Jlt;.b,ursts and a spider scuttlea: 
. T h e  · o:t h e r ��� p.•lf 

spiders too. . . .  · . 

But the Jarretta ignored an 
saying at their perU :  . "If Jou W;;h to· li w  � 

thrive; ' 
� - �� .�: _ 
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"THE E VIDENCE FOR PHANTOM HITCH-HIKERS" }2y MICHAEL GOS S 

'rTHE ··EVIDENCE FOR, THE BERMUDA TRIANGLE" � DAVID GROUP 

(Bnth Aquarian Pres s  and ASSAP, · £2-95 " ea ch) . 

1.l. . 

Dcm We:athe:rall was driving the las t  .. Qn.�t�d ·b_li.p f�cm Pe�e:rlee tn Durham ' City .  It was . 
empty when �:q._ �ttracti ve· :lir5"ung girl flagge-d him_ . d�wn • . S�e · a_s�ed. tn -be taken._:t<1 . . Sherbur� . .  
Hill and admi tt�d she hacf no nion�y for her f�re •. Don , gallan.tly agreed tn' take the damsel 
in dis tr_es s to he.r des tination , . s us·pecting E?-h�. had t>.een put · out �o� a :car . 

• • ( 
• • : • • • � , 1 - •• 

But when he arrived at his 
,-des

.
tirrati0n he ·· founa . the bus �mpty .again . _ 

He s earched the bus in irain, despite knr'lwing she could' n('"\t '  hav� got off whi.le the bus; 
was moving . He ·concluded he had: picked up a ., ghf"l's t . 

_ .. 
D on told his workmates .�br�ut'' 'Brs" experm�iic:e.:·�nd ·more . s. tories came to light nf the 

spook ('"\f S herburn Hill ., One tale had. a youth_-- 0n a motor-cycle giving her a lift enly to 
s t('"\ and find. � the- pillion s eat  .. . �mpty � Another s trlpped his car to give the hitch-hiker a 
lift· only; :to · fi-nd the : car .. emp_ty " ·· ·· 

Th�
- �-�-i- "fu.iv-�·r vias ·· told the girl

. 
had been .. �illed s �ver�l· years e·arlier in a

,_ 
road · .. 

accident . 
�he gi�l was·· . ·a�s cribedr ·:to a reporter .as - . . having s poken with no

. 
pronoUnced

. 
accent ·arid 

wern- " old-fashiotJ.ed" clo.th-es . The pol.ice . lmew ,nothing "f an · a ccide·nt or o.ther reports 
0f a ghost  "n that part of the road .  (Northern Echo , Augus t 13 , 1979 ) . 

And s r;  �inevi tab:J_y Gos s e omes t('"\ the conclus.ion tha t " the main difficulty in · dis cus sing 
the · evi.de.nc�"· tha;t the Phantom Hitch-hiker " ever ventures nut into th� ob j ee tively­
experie.nc.ed �orld of humanity . lies · in_ the . . eas e wi tl:l which it commu·tes . between f?c t  an.d · 
fiction . "  He conc.�des  the� is  weighty evidence that the tale ·is , told as tru-th as - .part 
of narrative convention, and as s uch is a clas s ic fabrication, � · or alternatively . is a . 
classic urban belief tale and obviously not true . However , evidence .po'ints te certain 
· apparitional encounters being s eeminglY. 'genuine , vague and inen:plieit , but alsn that 
these · c"an be the core from whi9h elaborati-on follows . 

· . . . · 

_ T�e ·Phantom Hitch-hiker is a firmly-ea tablished 
-folk-ghost :�nd Gos s s urmise�·· tha t · the 

'� motif may be available under rare , altered-s ens ory-s tate conditions to individuals.'� 
. whos e encounters for them ha�e all . the characteristics · of reality�  In other wordp ,· th� 
_ Phantom Hitch-hiker may be a s emi-arehety_p� nf- mankind ' s colle c tive imagin!!ltion� . He 
s-pe clial tes on the spontaneflus dis ·s ordc. ti9n )':h.i"gli.way hypnos is" effe�� and put.: forward a 
hallucinat·ion hypothes ls where the_re is a merging · of the outer and inner E?xper�enoes . 
Here the Phanton Hitch-hiker image would be va?-ida ted as. ·" real" f0r " being a purely · 1 •  

psychological phenomenon_. l i  · · 

Thus the enigma ean occur and be conFJ idered at different points . of its .. s truet:ur:e . 
Fragmentary encounters are more believable because  they conform more with known factors 
•f the coA�rence and d�ation · of ha�lucinatory experiences . Warnings of dangerous road 
conditiori's, given by the pas s enger; can be the driver ' s  own s ubconncious fear manifes ted , 
prophetic utterance·s he deep-s ea ted fears for the fut.ure ' and it is ns ually the cas e . ­
that the pas senger is of the opposite s ex whieh may be s timulated by sexual motive . Even 
the '' cras h victim pas senger" role is · open to such pos s ibilities of a "real" apparition, 
though more likely this aspeet  comes from an- ·. unc.ons eious knowledge of a past  road  acc­
ident or even s uper-ES P of the event G The phantom identified by giving · ·a·n -addres-s and 
s ubsequent corroboration i� not well s upported by evidenee e  

I t  is whe;re a disappearance -- and nothing more o ecurs as eut-off point which · adds 
c_re-dibility to the ineredible s to'ries � . Here seems to lie the neares t to "r·e�l:i tyn for the 
experience of the Pha.n:to� Hi tch-hj�ker , · ·-· · · · -· 

·
� · 

Gos s has is olated and _-treated in depth S <:)JI1e aceounts vrhi_�h carry � reasonable d�gree 
of convietion . Where · Mauriee Goodenoug� s eemingly s truck a girl at .J?lue Bell. Hill and 
its many other accounts , and the ·Nu:nney eas e · which involved · rollage · vigilantes � . The 
credibility here occurrea by not conforming to the es tablished folk canon . Als o  here 
were named witnes ses ; not a · frienQ� of the brother ' s  nieee ' s third uncle ' s  milkman ' s 
s on . S haken witnes s es have made bona fide rep-orts ·to their local cons tabula.r.i_es . · . - ·· · · .  

So  this is not make-believe o:nly o. It is evident' tha t the s tories repres ent " a  spe cific 
kind of paranormal ·event!t - o Gons e.quentl:y the Phantom Hitch-hiker would . . see{n . to ' be , more 
than a deniz·en of folklore but als o a s ubject for s crutinE by p_�rapsychologts ts in : . . ' 



:q2 . 

authenticated cases. 

:...:..� 
-

- . ..:..�-� .... ---.- · . 
I � ' ; 

Gos s.J �? S 4. tackled the subject in mas terly fashion - and· the . . wtij;_�ng style is . witty and clear • 

. , . . . ,: _ _  � .· .
·.: · : :: ··_

,
. -.. - : ·-··�· -- ·:- � -- . . >.- - ·'- r, r· ·· · .... .... . . -� 

Gr_o}.ip • § ' -b'oo:k-; i.S,... :ror 'thcrs·e :w:ho; ; Jl8;:nt to ·_ k;.now if this �morphous area of the ..lttlantto in 
Bermuda 1 s VCicirrlty n�s· ctraTiy,�.&W.Btllq�E3d . .c.

ou.I1:t.�es�·
:>h��

,
s ·a�·a. _aii'-C'Jrof·t an(i more thari 1., OQ.Q ,. people over the pa'S·t · 'few · a:-ecad-es' -. - - Itr .has been a l.Ucrative ·theory· b-.t there ..ar e·:. two si�es_ . 

to the triangle . Des p:i.te . .  shqvyir ... g so much ra tionaii ty·- - -as explaining 'disappearances., . Gr_op.p 
. .  --

, . ·�- • . . , 
. . I stil.l sticks i!o_ a belief in 'ce'rtaih ·earth · f.0r'c:es whic·h can . . distort or supersede man s · · 

current concept':Lor { cS''f .:J:i'ea:City as-_ _  we . pe.x;cei ye ' t.t! .,s udde:t:J.ly the tide torns arid the mystery 
at least partially -- is perpetuated . · · 

* * 
-- · e _ ,  ··;:_'· _· . · ....... : - " S.A!.GRED- -WAT-ERS-" � - JANET AND C OLIN '' BORD . -- r· ,. . .  r : .. 

... .. .. '\\ 

,.... . :. � 

The stone �ircle · I : friost ·-as s·ociate :with water is that in _ Yorkshii� ' at Yoc�nthwaite � Gh 'my 
first visit I could only look at it acr9ss a swiftly flowing river ; · close. -by · whiph it had 
obvious-ly. · b-een constructed purp_os ively o I then had one leg in plaster, hnving broken the_ 
lin trJ.:pping beside . ye.t ano:ther stream·: _ .. · 

· 

·. • t '• 

· Mare personally, sacr.dd waters for me n.re as s.�.cj_a ted with the r.:ttual· · of --going .. to ��e·:.. . 

pub or-the· bath I . . take each -dny relig;i6iisly _ (so ·hot · that -'it resenbles�·--a suburb?n . s.hanan �s"' sweat l·odge ).  · . ,. · -

My, _ abl�tions q.side, the B ards seek the origin of a
. 

more _ purposeful deri.vatio.n of . the
' · . . 

water cult. This could ··well have fo;rmulated. during the iate J?ronz e :  Age . .- We. : C�rtairfly_ lq?.ovy 
that during Roman · �imes g·1fts- or of-ferings. wer,e thrown into wells .: ._·-In·· fact') . . artifacts '- in. 
dew P�onds sugges t

. 
to :oe that the cult . could be older than the Bords - surmise. and· co'l4-d 

. 

date t� th�� Neoii1hic.· -

�hey follow _on historically to the- -�eel. tic he-a'd ·.cult remembered in w�_il. ··l.ore -nna· to heal­
ing �:;.prings� �:nd ·_-their propertie-s·:; _e.f_f ... ect_ of Ch.ris�tiani ty on water cui t.s;  well-vis:tting 
day pilgrimages· arid making w:b9hes-; ·prophetiq _ vmt_e'I·s- �' bolourntion arid �narued pers,on- ident­
ification; �--t;;heir ·creation ·often :b-y -an act ass,ociate<l with ' a ' -saint; water divinities, .. :� _ .. 

gho? :tl? ai?-d .
. 
e.arth lights ; and the , pr�s .. ent fes. tiva�s .�nd · care ·;··or neglect of sacr�d sour�.3�. 

The�e is �n lnform�d and �ide�erabrn cihg ac6oru:·;t · 
�f how and why s. a cred· V:,atefs hav� r ,  

importance for mankin<1; 
.
• Here the eo.rth ·spirit is probably :oorA at hqr.l� than -�he prehistoric 

sites visited and noni tored by nost earth nysteri�s supporters • . When o.on�ide'i··e'd ;  · it is 
perhaps surprising that investigators have not laid nore' eLlphas·is-- on s uch fncotors - as·. ' 
�0gon�cr�' ?eing s·o attuned to wells and . rivers. . 

· 

· .. 
· 

, . 

Mo-re ,than .. one-quarte_'i:-. of
. 

the ·book forms a gnzateer -�f 200 sur;-viving· -�ncient and hol-y 
wells in the British Isles. 

· 

The bqok is splendidly illustrated with a great :oai_ly ' black and white pho,tographs.,r· _ _  
· , � _ 

mostly by the authors. It is n pleasure to read and � timely arrival with a -�B�ui,g�nck � 
of . interest in wells under way � Buy a copy for yours�lf and another · as a gift fo� .a  
10\r�a one . 

' 'WEB OF SUSPICION" 

]2.y PAUL SCREETON _ (�HE MAIL, HARTLEPOOL, OCTOBER 18 , 1985) . 
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READERS I LETTERS 

The sun, oct . 10 , 1985 . 
. · .. ·: 

From Jio.my Goddard ( 25 Albert Road, Addl��tone, Vfeybridge, Surr:ey) :  , -
A ntu:1ber of the reviews of the snall book "Skyvvays and Landmarks Revisited" (which I 

• 



co-authored with Philip Hes el ton and Paul Baines ) hnve dis turbed me s omewha t ,  for it 
s eems s ome people have mis unders t o o d  the purpo s e  of the book . S o ,  to s e t the rec ord 
s traight , I am s ending this letter to all publica tions in as s o c iated fields . I canno t 
s peak for ny colle a gues , bwt ny purpo s e  in taking part in the pro j e c t  was not merely· 
his torical , · ·-and ' certainly it was not j us t  ·to confirm a handf:UJ_ of alignments in Kent . 
B oth the's'·e thing$ _ are : covere�· in · th� book ,'  bu:t . th�y_ . ;are : to . illus trn te . . �:; ba s ic ·- .fa-c t :  the 
re-emergence of leys and the s ub s e quent earth� mys ter:Les�- -rrf0veruent were dire c tly.· ca�ed by 
c ommunicat ions froo s pa ce people . As oentione d  in the book ,  the evidenc e for this is in 
the fa c t  tha t while s ome of T ony Wedd ' s points were s ooe way. off beno ,_ ye t the sys ten 
in Kent s eems to be real_._ This s eens :to s how tha t he had no t s imply found s o me leys and 
engineered them to fit h{s .beliefs ' - �  the s pa ce pe ople ha·d. 'indicated the linea and he 
s imply made s ane mis take ·regarding the po�nts . . . · -

The 1954 " orthotenic" flnp in Franc e  and the s ub s e quent publica tion of " Fly'ing S aucers 
and the S traight-Line Mys te-ry" and " S kyways and Landmarks " were , in my opinion·, parts of 
� delibera te plan by ben,ign extra terres trials to educ a te us :into knowle dge · of the Earth ' s 

e;nergy sys tem ·and i-ts · .phys ical mark_ers . ( No s ub s e quent flap -proved orthotenic - -· .s eeming 
t'o show tha t this one had this par ticular purpo s e ) . Yes , ·we ·have builf · upon the knowle dge , 
but . i t  is little s hort of chlirlis h to deny their pdrt in the matter . T he evidenc e in " S ky� 
ways and Landmarks Revis ted" wa s publishe d  to res t a te this cas e .  · ! 

If anyone would be interes te d  in re-forming T ony Wedd ' s organis ation , the STAR . ;Fe:llow- s  
s hip , acc ording t o  i ts original prin �iples o r  welc oning our extraterres tria l fr�end�, I 
woui'd. be very pleas ed to hear fror:1 then , a t  the above ad �rss & . . 

. . , . . 
}I. 

From Ralph Whi tlock (Winters low ,  Wilts . )  : 
I think your white anioal ( s ee T ne S haoan No • . 11 , page 8 )  mus t ha:ve __ Q�en a s to a t ,_ 

though weas els do turn white in the North in winter e However , it would - be -very early for 
� : · ' · a white wea s el -- . and early even for a s toa t ,  unles s ,  a s  s ome times happens , the animal 

turned white through inj ury and not be c aus e  of c old weathe r .- Whe n nor--t,hern anioals d.o turn 
white in .winter the chaage -is  triggered off by a s udden f'all in tempera ture and s o  is due 
to c urren i:; or pa s t  we a theP. , _ .- -nq -p. yrhat . ,is to cone . 

. . 
�== = = = = zo== =� ======�==== = == = === = ==�===== 

ANCIENT SKILLS AND WISDOM REVIEW SECTION 
_ , "ST ONEHENGE : ITS 'DRUillS , _ ( 6BST OD JANS , FEST IVAL AND FUTURE"- � JOHN MICHELL {£�. -'--�-:�11:<? · • pa s t  

and · pa cking . From John Michell , c/ o 2 Blenheim Cres cent , London W11 ) . 
# • • • • • •  

. ·-. - .... \ •. , ( 

-It take s  the s ubtles t  authority on S tonehenge , John Michell , to s ee �os t  clearly the 
true pers pe ctive of S tonehengE;3 1 S current plight o Here he looks at its pas t ,  its emb-at tled 
pres ent , a balanced pos s ibl� � . i�me dia te future , and . even a .... long-range s pecualtion : 

" It could ·well be tha t thE? imprint of the - fes tival will be of . as much 
intereat to future anth�opologis ts as any o ther evidence of . .  what 

. S tonehenge ha$ meant to the people . '� · 

Central to this es s ay nnd thes is is the Free Fe s tivaL, an ancient s ols tice gathering 
s,pontaneously . reins tituted early in the S eventies. . The s e  events pani cked the uncomprehend­
ing authorities and in 1978 S tonehenge wa s fen�ed off , a nd the public exclude d �  S o-- the 
nonwnent , which had been pres �ntecl to the na tion with a c ondition of free a cees s in 1q911, 
was ille gally and arbi trarily viola ted] . In 1985 the Druids . were , banned and a bloo dy 
confronta tion provoked with the fes ti valgoers . 

· -

• · Wha t  make s. this s i te s o  important tha t thous ands make an· annual pilgrina ge· and face 
charges oy police · arBed with clubs an� shields b ehaving like la tterday Bers erkers ? It : is 

f be caus e ,  as Michell explnins , S tonehenge is uni que . It is a c o s ni c  temple dedica te d  not 
to a s ingle god or goddes s , but all 12 gods of the z odia c . "'It repres ents the ideal -
c o s mology, the perfect and c omple te image of the univers e . "  And : " One of the reas ons f«r 
identifying S tonehenge as the casni c �· te:Elple and true image of · ·th-8 nnivers,e is tha t  -wha t­
ever ideas are brought to it find n posi�ive res pons e � 11 

, All'
. 

well and good 1f the ideas are pos i tive . ·wha t m.f the nega tivenes s ?  This !!lay allow 
the plaus ible excus e tha t · by c.harging more than a s hi1ling one is rightfully worshipping 
Mammon at S tonehenge or that by a t ta cking the " pe a ce c onvoy" ( s ic ) '  a s acrifice is being 
ma�e to Mars . In this c ontext it may als-o be wonth . no ting as a p arallel cautionary tale 
the happenings at · the G-olden T emple of AIJrits ar and the eclips e of Indira G-andhi . 

;'�, ...... ' 



1.4. 
The British auth�ri ties , too , it · s eems ; _are courting chaos by barrihg the people from 
their cHief temple . Have ·the archaeologis ts set . in motion, by forbidding the people 
entry, events whose  cons e quences will lead to a veritable '' Indiana Atkins on and the 
Temple nf Doom" s cenario? 

.Not · if . John Michell can ·help it . 
, ·  

His previous Radical.:_Tradi:ti0nalis t Paper , " c·oncordance of  High Mcnc{
rchis:bs'�. ; s ugges ted 

that " practieal idealism" be · applied to Ireland to s olve the Emerald Isle ' s · troubled 
situation . S imilarly 11 S tonehenge" offers a practical s �lu:tion. 

S tres s ing S tonehenge as  " an image of the all-embracing univers e" , :tv.lichell points out : ;  
" it should. therefore be capable of reconciling all the claims and demands which are put 
.to i� . "  Part'i·c·ularly as the various interes ted] parties· are ba'3ically willing to acknow­
ledge each other ' s  viewpoint . Once 1 this principle is observed a s oluti�n can follow to 
the reas onable 's atisfaction of all 6oncerned . Then the details can be: formula'ted for 
��ure arrangements . 

It  all looks s o  eas.y if only commonsens e  will: prevail . 
*� Michell ' s  booklet �as adapted for publication also in the June 22 is sue of New 

Musical ·.Expres s by its wrdi.ter . . 

" THE HUGHENDEN DRAGON" � CLIVE HARPER (Tors day Publications , 7 Malmers Well Road,  
High Wycombe ,  Bucks . , HP15 6PD . 65p , inc . p&p) . 

�b.ther .limited: edition booklet by the author of " The Mordiford D�ago.n" ·a.·nJ. : .
o t};ler works , 

this · is a · slim vM.ume of eight pages with phot-ogr-aphs by John Merr.o.iJ. �  It draws attention 
to a tale neglected by principal. · res earchers in recent ga zeteers of .. dragonlore . Thi·s · - �-

16th century example has the motifs of terroris ing beas t ,  a cquatic domain, ma�den · 
attracting it , death,  the skinning of it and ·Knights Templar ass ociation . 

* * ***************� 

S OURCE . Journal of The Holy Wells Rese
.
arch and Pres ervation Group . Neat presentation 

and detailed articles on local and county s tudies , along with news of thriving holy 
wells , plus dis cus s ion of lore , his tory and t.opography of holy wells· .-- -. . -- -. . . .  

· 

No . 5 .  Edna Whelan details 21 Yc>r"R�hire · we-l·l�·1· -.. ·Laurence Hunt writes . . . of · those· . · in C ornish 
Wes t  P�nwith ( a  fine adjunct' to John Michell ' s  " The Old S tones of Landl .s End" . £rom the 
·s �me di� trict) , and Laurens Otter shares thoughts on Shropshire examples . Alan Cleaver 
begins an as sessment of wells ' as socia tion with dragons . > Also pres ervatio�· fund mooted, 
topical items and reviews . Year ' s  s ub (5 is s ues ) £2-7. ; individual copie.s. £1' ·. - "che ques 
payable to editor Mark Valentine , .  personally. Addres s : 55 Grafton Way, New DU.s t6ri, 
Northants . ,  NN5 6NG. 

· 

. FORTEAN TIMES o Indispensible and foremos t j 'ournal of s trange phenomena . Profes s ionally 
.�roduced King S olo�on ' s Mines of da z zling ·wonders of the phenomenonological univers e .  

No . 43 . John Michell on the York Mins ter conflagration; Cottingley fairies cause celebrt" 
t unmasked: ; Columbus confus.ion; · hum.ans with horns ; pews from around world and gems from the 

flies , including foaflore . NO' . 44 �·· Second ·is sue to be edited by Paul S ieveJ.ting to give 
Bob Rickard: a well-earned break: More of the ·. :us .. ual treasure . ches t with more on Cottingley, 
Doe Shiels , UFOslli ves toc.k atta cks , and ,s Cl on. · Four-::Ls s ue s ub .  U. K·. £6 ; U .s . 12 
dollars . • Single copy £1-59 . Payable to Fortean Times . From 96 Mansfield Road,  London 
NvV5 .2HX. · 

. - -
NORTHERN EARmH MYSTER��. Journal of the Northern Earth Mys teries Group . 
No . 29 . Main articles betng Jeremy Harte on northern . maiden . cas tles ; · ches ca Potter on 

• 

'1 goddes s of leysn Helen;'· Paul S creeton on Tony. Wedd and lis revolutionary linking or · UFOs f 
and leys 25 years ago . Plus ·meeting and moot , Dther .abticles J mis•ellany and -letters � 

S ingle copies 70p ( inc . p&p) ; four is sues ' £2-50 . _ . Che ques/P. O . s to be made payable to 
, Philip Hes el ton. Addres s 170 Victoria A;e'!}.u� , Hull , HU5 5DY . 

Many other books and magazi�e recei-ved will ·be reviewed in the next is s u� of FOLKLORE 
FRONTIERS · 
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